
Year 8 Spring 1 Homework Tasks: Dystopian Fiction 
For Staff: (deleted before printing for students) you will need to note the date each piece of homework will be set and due in the right hand column. The levels of challenge can be 

omitted depending on the ability of your class. You might want to just keep two levels of challenge so that there is an easier and more difficult option. Please pay attention to when 

homework is handed in / used / peer assessed / marked by teacher, so that you have starters ready for these. 

 

 
+ ++ +++ 

Date to be 
completed by: 

1 Research: what is the most famous dystopian 
text to be written? Find out the following: 

 Who wrote it? 

 Where and when was it written?  

 What was happening in that place and 
the world at that time? 

 What was it about? What was its 
message? Is it still relevant today? 
 

SPaG: explain your ideas using complex 
sentences. 
 
 

Research: what is the most famous dystopian 
text to be written? Find out the following: 

 Who wrote it? 

 Where and when was it written?  

 How did the time / place / society it was 
written in influence what the text was 
about? 

 What was it about? What was its 
message? Is it still relevant today? 
 

SPaG: explain your ideas using complex 
sentences. 

Research: Dystopian texts are written about 
flawed, imperfect societies. Which Dystopian 
text is most relevant to our society today? 

 Who wrote it, when and why? 

 What is it about? 

 What parallels can we draw between 
this text and our own society? 
 

SPaG:  explain your ideas using complex 
sentences. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Key Words: learn these words for your spelling test 

 Dystopia 
Utopia 

Flaw 
Imperfect 

Politics 
Socialist 

Community 
Society 
Equality 

Labour 
Turbulent 

Parable 
Depression 
Capitalism 

Fascism 
Exploit 

Depression 
Capitalism 

Exile 
Irony 

Censorship 
Dissident 

Industrialisation 
Soviet 

Subjugate 
Propaganda 

 

2 Wider Reading: see text and tasks on the other side of this sheet.  

3 Big Question: Which text from the unit so 
far has had the biggest impact on you? Why 
do you think this is? How has it made you 
view the world you live in? 

Big Question: Why is it important for writers 
to produce dystopian texts? What impact 
do they have on society? 

Big Question: Some of the most influential 
dystopian texts were banned when they 
were first written? Why do you think this 
was? What were the governments afraid of 
and what does this tell you about the 
importance and impact of dystopian texts? 

 



Text for Wider Reading Task: Uglies by Scott Westerfeld 

 

Answer these questions in full, detailed sentences, with examples: 

1. What dystopian features can you find in this extract. Underline and label them. 

2. Which feature do you find most disturbing? Why? 

3. You’ve studied several dystopian texts in your lessons. Which one does this 

extract remind you of the most? Why? 


