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Contributing to the Norfolk Local Offer for Learners with SEN   

 

Introduction 

 

Welcome to our SEN Information Report, which is part of the Norfolk Local Offer for 

learners with Special Educational Needs (SEN).  All governing bodies of maintained schools 

and maintained nursery schools and the proprietors of academy schools have a legal duty to 

publish information about the implementation of the governing body’s or the proprietor’s 

policy for pupils with SEN.   The information published must be updated annually. The 

required information is set out in the SEN and Disability Code of Practice 0 to 25 years, 

which can be found at  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/S

END_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf  

 

At Old Buckenham High School, we are committed to working together with all members of 

our school community.  The SEN Information Report, will be reviewed and updated in 

conjunction with pupils, parents/carers, governors, and members of staff.  We would 

welcome your feedback and future involvement with the review of our report, so please do 

contact us.  The best people to contact this year are: 

 

Emily Severn (SEN Governor) 

Peter Haddon (SENCO) 

Peter Johnson (Teacher of SEND) 

Diane Green (Assistant SENCO) 

Lucy Kershaw (EAL link) 

Andrew Fell (Head Teacher) 

Jen Clarke (School Council Link) 

 

Our School SEN Information Report links in to the Norfolk Local Offer for Special Educational 

Needs and Disabilities, which can be found on the link 

http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/Childrens_services/Special_educational_needs_and_disabilities/

index.htm  

 

Our approach to teaching learners with SEN 

 
At Old Buckenham High School, we aim to create a learning environment which is flexible 
enough to meet the needs of all members of our school community.   Our school currently 
provides additional and/or different provision for a range of needs, including:  
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 Communication and interaction, for example, autistic spectrum disorder, 
Asperger’s Syndrome, speech and language difficulties  

 Cognition and learning, for example, dyslexia, dyspraxia, 

 Social, emotional and mental health difficulties, for example, attention deficit 

hyperactivity disorder (ADHD),   

 Sensory and/or physical needs, for example, visual impairments, hearing 

impairments, processing difficulties, epilepsy   

 Moderate and multiple learning difficulties 

 

We monitor progress of all learners, and staff continually assess, ensuring that learning is 

taking place. OBHS provides support for pupils across the 4 areas of need as laid out in the 

SEN code of practice. 

 

Our aim is: 

 

• To provide access for all students to a broad and balanced curriculum, through the 

development of a whole school approach to teaching and learning styles. 

• To raise awareness of SEN, ensuring that all teachers know which students have identified 

SEN, what their individual needs are, and how to meet them. 

• To support staff in identifying and seeking support for students who may have additional 

educational needs. 

• To maintain high expectations of learning for all students with SEN, providing them with 

support through effective partnerships with parents/carers, staff and outside agencies. 

• To analyse the impact of provision on learning outcomes for students with SEN, amending 

support where necessary. 

• To ensure students and parents/carers are fully involved and consulted in the 

identification, provision and monitoring of support provided to meet the student’s needs. 

• To ensure that Cluster SEN funding is appropriately directed to meet the needs of those 

pupils identified through Support for Learning Applications. 

 

How do we identify SEN? 

Definition: 

 

We will assess each pupil’s current skills and levels of attainment on entry, which will build 

on previous settings and Key Stages, where appropriate. Class teachers will make regular 

assessments of progress for all pupils and identify those whose progress: 

• Is significantly slower than that of their peers starting from the same baseline 

• Fails to match or better the child’s previous rate of progress 

• Fails to close the attainment gap between the child and their peers 

• Widens the attainment gap  

This may include progress in areas other than attainment, for example, social needs.  

Slow progress and low attainment will not automatically mean a pupil is recorded as having 

SEN.   



When deciding whether special educational provision is required, we will start with the 

desired outcomes, including the expected progress and attainment, and the views and the 

wishes of the pupil and their parents. We will use this to determine the support that is 

needed and whether we can provide it by adapting our core offer, or whether something 

different or additional is needed.  

 

At different times in their school career, a child or young person may have a special 

educational need.  The Code of Practice states: 

“A child or young person has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls 

for special educational provision to be made for him or her” 

 

A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or disability if he 

or she: 

 

• Has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same 

age, or 

• Has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities of a kind 

generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 

institutions. 

 

A disabled person is someone who has “a physical or mental impairment which has a 

substantial and long term adverse effect in his/her ability to carry out normal day-to-day 

activities.”   Not all students with a disability will have special educational needs, and not all 

students with special education needs will have a disability. 

 

Students who do not currently meet age-related learning expectations, may not necessarily 

have a special educational need. (Lamb Enquiry 2009). 

 

At Old Buckenham High School, we aim to identify issues as early as possible in order to 

provide the correct support for students, enabling them to achieve their full potential. 

 

The main source of information will be the feeder primary schools on transfer.  In addition, 

liaison will also include: 

 

• SENCO attending Year 5 and 6 statement reviews. 
• Additional meetings between SENCO and Feeder Schools to obtain information on SEN 
and vulnerable pupils. 
• Additional transition visits for SEN and other vulnerable pupils. 
 
Assessing SEN 
 
On transfer, information is obtained through: 
• Baseline testing 
• SATS scores 



• Depending on need, a range of screening and diagnostic tests can be used “in-house” to 
ensure learning needs are identified and supported. 
 
Throughout the year, information is obtained through: 
 
• Data analysis 
• Parent/Carer concerns 
• Teacher concern 
• Pupil tracking 
• Lesson observation/Learning walks 
 

This information will be used to ensure pupils who are experiencing difficulties are 

supported and their progress monitored.  

 

In addition to this the all new Year 7’s are screened through a series of tests of cognitive 

ability (NFER and Cognitive Ability Tests) administered during the first few weeks in school.  

Additionally, recommendations by individual subject teachers, Leaders of Learning and 

Curriculum Leaders, in addition to Heads of Year and instances of parental concern are also 

considered as a trigger for action. 

 

At the end of year 9 pupils are screened to ensure that the correct Exam Access 

Arrangements are put into place for Key Stage 4. 

 

In term transfer 

 

Students who transfer to Old Buckenham mid-term will be tested as required to identify any 

additional learning needs.   Students will initially be placed on the SEN register, with the 

description of needs from their previous school; however this will be reviewed termly. 

 

Students not previously identified with SEN 

 

If a student has not previously been identified with SEN, but is experiencing or exhibiting 

difficulties.  The SENCO will meet with relevant parties, review data and ask for appropriate 

testing to take place, in order to assess need and the relevant support required. 

 

Difficulties may include any of the following: 

 

• Little or no progress, even when teaching approaches are targeted particularly in a 

student’s identified area of weakness 

 

• Shows signs of difficulty in developing literacy or mathematical skills which result in poor 

attainment in some curriculum areas 

• Presents persistent emotional or behavioural difficulties which are not ameliorated by the 

school’s usual behavioural management techniques 



• Has English as an Additional Language 

• Has sensory or physical problems and continues to make little progress despite the 

provision of specialist equipment 

• Has communication and/or interaction difficulties and continues to make little or no 

progress despite the provision of a differentiated curriculum. SEN Code of Practice (2001) 

 

(At this stage an application may be made to Cluster SEN Funding to access financial 

support). We also have a range of assessment tools available, which we share with our 

cluster schools.  A list is available on the Old Buckenham Cluster SEND Policy 2016-17 (this 

will be updated with the new Cluster host for the Old Buckenham Cluster).  

 

For some learners we may want to seek advice from specialist teams.  In our school and 

cluster, we have access to various specialist services, including: 

 

• An educational psychologist 

• An advisory support teacher 

• Speech and Language Therapy 

• Counselling 

 

We have access to services universally provided by Norfolk County Council, which are 

described on the Local Offer website which can be found at 

http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/Childrens_services/Special_educational_needs_and_disabilities/

index.htm  

 

What do we do to support learners with SEN? 

Teachers are responsible and accountable for the progress and development of all the 

pupils in their class.  

High quality teaching is our first step in responding to pupils who have SEN. This will be 

differentiated for individual pupils.  

 

Provision of support is determined on a needs basis; remembering that students within the 

same category of SEN differ in the extent of their individual difficulties and the subsequent 

provision required. 

 

Each learner identified as having SEN, is entitled to support that is “additional to or different 

from” a normal differentiated curriculum.  The type of support is dependent on the 

individual learning needs, and is intended to enable access to learning and overcome the 

barrier to learning identified.  This support is described on a provision map, which describes 

the interventions and support we undertake at Old Buckenham.  We modify the provision 

map regularly, reflecting the needs of our learners. Click here to view the Provision Map 

2017 
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Arrangements for assessment and reviewing pupils’ progress towards outcomes, including 

opportunities available to work with parents and pupils as part of this assessment and 

review. These arrangements include: 

 

•  Graduated approach Assess Plan Do Review 

•  Data tracking for pupil progress 

•  Personal profiles and EHCP reviews 

•  Observations and follow up 

• Parents meetings 

 

Allocation of Learning Assistant Support 

We make the following adaptations to ensure all pupils’ needs are met: 

• Differentiating our curriculum to ensure all pupils are able to access it, for example, 

by grouping, 1:1 work, teaching style, content of the lesson, etc.  

• Adapting our resources and staffing  

• Using recommended aids, such as laptops, coloured overlays, visual timetables, 

larger font, etc.  

• Differentiating our teaching, for example, giving longer processing times, pre-

teaching of key vocabulary, reading instructions aloud, etc.  

 

Our priority is to ensure that students are able to access a broad and balanced curriculum in 

an inclusive environment.  We therefore aim to support students as much as possible within 

the classroom so that they can participate fully in all aspects of school life and have the 

same opportunities as others when making future options and career choices. 

 

Students will not normally be disapplied from subjects unless this is stated in their 

statement of special educational need, EHCP or is agreed by the school, parents/carers, 

students and other professionals; following a thorough evaluation of progress. 

 

Old Buckenham recognises its responsibility to ensure that reasonable adjustments are 

made to ensure equality of opportunity, remembering that in some cases equality can only 

be ensured by positive discrimination in favour of students with SEN. It also recognises the 

need to personalise the curriculum where possible to the needs of the student, especially 

where more intensive forms of support are required. 

 

The Learning Support Department consists of 

Our SENCO Peter Haddon (SENCO) has seven years’ experience in this role and has worked 

as a school Senior Leader for 20 years.  He also runs the pastoral system which allows for all 

inclusion to be consistently managed. 

 

An Assistant SENCO Diane Green who managers the LSA’s and is a qualified assessor for 

exams access. 

Peter Johnson a teacher who leads on provision and ensures pupils learning support needs 

are met. 



 

• 6 Learning Support Assistants trained to deliver Catch-up Literacy and Fresh Start, TITAN – 

travel independence training, Self Esteem and anger management. 

 

The aim of the Learning Support Department is to meet and support the additional needs of 

students with special educational needs (SEN) and their families. 

 

Facilities 

 

The Learning Support is based in Room 3 along the veranda.  This is a specially adapted 

classroom, available for students to take part in intervention programmes and non-

examinable courses at GCSE level.  The Learning Support Department also runs a Games 

Club at most lunchtimes, for vulnerable pupils. 

 

The centre provides in class support and withdrawal provision for pupils with learning 

difficulties. 

 

The centre is responsible for the maintenance of the SEN register, the monitoring of these 

pupils and the associated administration, including Personal Profiles and SEN Provision 

mapping and tracking. 

 

The Learning Support Centre is available for pupils with physical and emotional difficulties.  

Pupils can access this resource if they fall into one of the following categories: 

 

• They are being integrated into the school via an outside agency who still maintains some 

responsibility for them e.g.  Short Stay School/Dual Placement. Or they are being integrated 

into the school as part of a managed move. 

• As a part of a behaviour plan for pupils whose emotional needs and attention seeking type 

behaviour responds well to positive interaction with adults. 

• For pupils who have a temporary physical disability which prohibits access to some 

lessons. 

• As a sanctuary for vulnerable pupils particularly at break and lunchtimes 

 

 

Monitoring progress is an integral part of teaching. 

Effectiveness is measured by: 

 

• The progress made by individual pupils 

• The confidence felt by pupils in the way they integrate and cope with the demands of 

National Curriculum subjects within the school 

• Increased pupil motivation to learn 

• Increased pupil self-esteem 

 



• The degree of confidence felt by the staff in respect of managing pupils with Special 

Educational Needs 

• Feedback from parents and the pupils themselves 

 

In addition to this, success will be evaluated objectively by: 

 

• Improvement in test scores (e.g. reading test results) 

• Positive changes in pupil behaviour 

• GCSE entry statistics and results 

• Provision Mapping tools and tracking of pupils 

• An Education Health Care Plan review (replacing the Statement of Special Need) 

 

Other opportunities for learning 

 

All learners should have the same opportunity to access extra-curricular activities. The 

timetable for extra-curricular activities can be found on the school’s newsletters and weekly 

bulletin (see link on homepage). 

 

The Equality Act 2010 places specific duties on schools, settings and providers including the 

duty to not discriminate, harass or victimise a child or adult linked to a protected 

characteristic defined in the Equality Act and to make “reasonable adjustments”. 

 

The Equality Act 2010 definition of disability is: 

 

“A person has a disability for the purpose of the Act if (s)he has a physical or mental 

impairment which has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on his/her ability to carry 

out normal day-to-day activities” Section 1(1) Disability Discrimination Act 1995 

 

This definition includes children with long term health conditions such as asthma, diabetes, 

epilepsy and cancer. 

No pupil is ever excluded from taking part in these activities because of their SEN or 

disability, adaptions may be offered in order to fit the needs as required. 

 

Social, Mental and Emotional Health 

 

At OBHS there is a school commitment to improving mental health and wellbeing. Activities 

that focus on mental health include a wellbeing day, tutor time activities and school nurse 

drop-ins. Our Pastoral Support Mentors, Mrs Theresa Picksley and Gayle Prince, work with 

pupils in school and call upon outside agencies and the local education authority to support 

their work. 

 

 

 

 



Transition 

 

Transition is a part of life for all learners.  Old Buckenham is committed to working in 

partnership with children, families and other providers to ensure positive transitions occur. 

Please refer to the Old Buckenham Cluster SEND Policy 2016-17 (this will be updated with 

the new Cluster Host for the Old Buckenham Cluster) on transition. 

 

Have your say 

 

This SEND Report states Old Buckenham’s annual offer to learners with SEN, we need your 

views to ensure it is effective. 

 

Please contact the school office if you would like to be involved in assessing and reviewing 

our SEN Information report. 

 

Useful links: 

 

• www.norfolk.gov.uk/SEN 

• Parent Partnership 

• www.dfe.gov.uk 

• Family Voice 

If you think your child may have, or has been diagnosed with, Dyslexia – or has reading 

difficulties – here is a website that can give you help, advice and support 

http://www.thedyslexia-spldtrust.org.uk/ 

 

http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/Childrens_services/Special_educational_needs_and_disabilities/index.htm
http://www.norfolkparentpartnership.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education
http://www.familyvoice.org.uk/
http://www.thedyslexia-spldtrust.org.uk/

