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KEY TERMS

OS

Stands for ordnance survey, which is an
organisation that has mapped the UK. It
produces paper maps and digital

mapping products

Satellite 
navigation

Uses satellites to identi fy and give
directions to di fferent locations . GPS
helps users know exactly where they are,

which direction they are walking

GIS

Geographical Information Systems-
describes a range of information that is
gathered and applied to maps . There can

be many layers of information applied to
the same map.

Latitude 
Imaginary horizontal lines, which help us
find places on Earth.

Longitude
Imaginary vertical lines , which help us
find places on Earth.

As the crow 
flies

Travel ling in a direct line between points.



CONTOURS

What is a 

contour?

These are lines drawn on 

maps that join places of the 

same height.

How are they 

shown?

As lines on a map. Contour 

lines are usually drawn at 10 

metre intervals on a 

1:50,000 scale map and at 5 

metre intervals on a 

1:25,000 scale map.
What are the 

lines like 

when it is 

steep?

If contour lines are close 

together the slope is steep

What are the 

lines like 

when the 

slope is gentle 

or the land is 

flat?

If they are far apart the 

slope is gentle.

What is layer 

shading?

Maps are sometimes 

shaded to show the height 

of land.
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