
The top level to our  
pyramid 

Answering the questions... The most important part!

Practice exam
questions

Exam 
practice

It is important to mark your question/s, 
either yourself or by an expert. You will 

need to use the mark scheme/s to 
identify mistakes.



Let’s start with command words

It is important to understand what the exam questions are asking you to do. 
Knowing what the command words are and understanding what they mean, can 

really help to structure your answers correctly. 

Here is an extract from an English 
literature paper. 

• Discuss as a group what the command 
word is… 

• What is the question asking you to 
do? 

• How will you break this down by 
looking at the marks it is worth? 



How did you do?

• Firstly your command word was ‘explain’ which means when you make a point you need to expand it by providing a 
justification for it. This could be evidence from the text.

• You have been asked to split your answer into 2 parts – Macbeth in the speech and Macbeth as in the whole play. So you 
need to ensure you are making points for both of these Elements. Essentially students would need to explain how he is a 
hero (with evidence) and how he is not a hero (with evidence).



Let’s try a command word on 
another paper 

Here is an extract from a geography  paper. 
• Discuss as a group what the command word is… 
• What is the question asking you to do? 
• How will you break this down by looking at the marks it is worth? 



How did you do?
• Your command word was ‘describe’. This means you ‘say what you see’ 
• It was worth 2 marks, which means you need to make 2 separate 

points using the figure as evidence



Common command words

Command 

word

Meaning

Analyse Separate information into 

components and identify their 

characteristics.

Argue Present a reasoned case
Assess Make an informed judgement.

Comment Present an informed opinion.

Compare Identify similarities and/or 

differences.

Describe Give an account of.

Discuss Present key points.

Command 

word

Meaning

Evaluate

State how you react when reading 

the text as in 'Evaluate the effects 

the descriptions have on you'.

Examine Investigate closely.

Explain Give reasons.

Suggest Present a possible case/solution.

Summarise Present principal points without 

detail.



Past papers

1. Print off exam papers AND mark schemes
2. Prepare to answer the question: As seen below 

3. Practice the question 
4. Use the mark schemes AND exam board commentary to look at a good answer
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