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All Boys Aren't Blue – George M Johnson This powerful YA memoir-manifesto follows 

journalist and LGBTQ+ activist George M. Johnson as they explore their childhood, 

adolescence, and college years, growing up under the duality of being black and queer. 

From memories of getting their teeth kicked out by bullies at age five to their loving 

relationship with their grandmother, to their first sexual experience, the stories wrestle 

with triumph and tragedy and cover topics such as gender identity, toxic masculinity, 

brotherhood, family, inequality, consent, and Black joy. 

Thanks A Lot, Universe – Chad Lucas Brian has always been anxious, whether at home, 

or in class, or on the basketball court. His dad tries to get him to stand up for himself and his mom helps as much as 

she can, but after he and his brother are placed in foster care, Brian starts having panic attacks. And he doesn't know 

if things will ever be "normal" again . . . Ezra's always been popular. He's friends with most of the kids on his 

basketball team--even Brian, who usually keeps to himself. But now, some of his friends have been acting differently, 

and Brian seems to be pulling away. Ezra wants to help, but he worries if he's too nice to Brian, his friends will realize 

that he has a crush on him . . . But when Brian and his brother run away, Ezra has no choice but to take the leap and 

reach out. Both boys have to decide if they're willing to risk sharing parts of themselves they'd rather hide. But if 

they can be brave, they might just find the best in themselves--and each other. 

The Strangeworlds Travel Agency: The Edge of the Ocean – LD Lapinski Pack 

your suitcase for a magical adventure! At the Strangeworlds Travel Agency, each 

suitcase transports you to a different world. All you have to do is step 

inside...Flick is now a badge-wearing member of The Strangeworlds Travel Agency 

so when an urgent summons arrives at Strangeworlds from Pirate Queen Nyfe, 

she and Strangeworlds Society guardian Jonathan immediately pack their bags for 

an adventure to Queen Nyfe's world: The Break, a place of magic and piracy. 

Nyfe's world is falling apart. The Break is used to having ships vanish without a 

trace, but there has been a sudden increase that can't be explained by giant squid 

or mer-people. The edge of their flat world is coming ever closer to them, and 

they need to escape before it collapses entirely. But how do you sail a ship 

through a suitcase? How do you fit a mer-queen the size of a whale into 

something small enough to carry in your hand? Will Flick and Jonathan be able to 

find a way to transport the inhabitants of the Break to another world before 

theirs disappears forever? 

Me, My Dad and the End of the Rainbow by Benjamin Dean (Author) Sandhya Prabhat (Illustrator) The rainbow-
filled, JOYOUS debut from a hugely exciting new talent. Things aren't going great for Archie Albright. His dad's acting 
weird, his mum too, and he all he wants is for everything to go back to normal, to three months before when his 
parents were happy and still lived together. When Archie sees a colourful, crumpled flyer fall out of Dad's pocket, he 
thinks he may have found the answer. Only problem? The answer might just lie at the end of the rainbow, an 
adventure away. Together with his best friends, Bell and Seb, Archie sets off on a heartwarming and unforgettable 
journey to try and fix his family, even if he has to break a few rules to do it... 

The Accidental Diary of B.U.G! – Jenny Carney Enter the hilarious world of Billie Upton Green . . . The start of an 
exciting new series full of Billie's laugh-out-loud observations and doodles! There is a new girl at Billie's school, and 
Billie takes it upon herself to show her around, teach her the Biscuit Laws, and remind her that yes, two women can 
get married (after all, Billie's mums' wedding is the event of the year). But then suspicion sets in. The new girl seems 
very close to Billie's best friend Layla. And doesn't she know a little too much about the latest big school heist - the 
theft of Mrs Robinson's purse...? 
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Not My Problem by Ciara Smyth – Sex Education meets Derry Girls in the next YA book 
from the author of The Falling in Love Montage. When Aideen agrees to help ambitious 
class swot Maebh Kowalski deal with her crazy workload, she doesn’t expect to end up 
reluctantly pushing Maebh down the stairs. With this, Aideen becomes the school ‘fixer’: 
any problem a student has, Aideen will sort it out, from stealing confiscated mobiles to 
breaking into parties. All she asks for is a favour in return. But Aideen’s own life is a mess 
– her mam’s drinking again, her BFF Holly is avoiding her and she’s skipping school. 
Spending more time with the uptight (but annoyingly cute) Maebh and chatterbox Kavi, 
Aideen starts to wonder: can every problem be solved? 

The Deep-Sea Duke – Lauren James Hugo is spending the holidays on his friend Dorian's 
home planet, Hydrox. Although thrilled at the invitation, Hugo is still astonished that 
Duke Dorian could possibly want to be friends with an android watchmaker like him. But when the pair land on 
Hydrox along with their friend Ada, they soon discover that there are much bigger problems afoot. A race of 
butterflies from a neighbouring star system have evacuated their now-uninhabitable planet, and Hydrox is struggling 
to find space for the growing number of refugees. Meanwhile, deep in the seas beneath Dorian's home, a strange 
creature is on a path of destruction ... Can the unlikely trio step in before the crisis gets out of control? Particularly 
suitable for struggling, reluctant or dyslexic readers aged 12+ 

Here the Whole Time by Vitor Martins Felipe doesn't believe someone like Caio could ever fall for someone like him. 
But over the next fifteen days, everything will change ... If you love Rainbow Rowell and Heartstopper, you'll fall for 
this body-positive love story about the assumptions we make about each other, and the bravery you need to be 
yourself. Felipe is fat. And he doesn't need anyone to remind him, which is, of course, what everyone does. That's 
why he's been waiting for summer: a break from school and the classmates who tease him incessantly. His plans 
include catching up on TV, finishing his TBR pile, and watching YouTube tutorials on skills he'll never actually put into 
practice. But things get a little out of hand when Felipe's mom informs him that Caio, the neighbour kid from 
apartment 57, will be spending the next fifteen days with them while his parents are on vacation. Felipe is distraught 
because A) he's had a crush on Caio since, well, for ever, and B) Felipe has a list of body image insecurities and 
absolutely NO idea how he's going to entertain his neighbour for two full weeks. Suddenly, the days ahead of him 
that once promised rest and relaxation (not to mention some epic Netflix bingeing) end up bringing a whirlwind of 
feelings, forcing Felipe to dive head-first into every unresolved issue he has had with himself - but maybe, just 
maybe, he'll manage to win over Caio, too. A queer love story for anyone who's ever got into a pool with their shirt 
on. 

The Henna Wars by Adiba Jaigardir Nishat and Flávia are rivals at school, but Nishat can't help the secret crush 
burning in her heart - even though her parents disapprove of the fact she likes girls. Can she possibly find her happy 

ever after?  When Nishat comes out to her parents, they say she can be anyone she 
wants - as long as she isn't herself. Because Muslim girls aren't lesbians. Nishat doesn't 
want to lose her family, but she also doesn't want to hide who she is, which only gets 
harder once Flávia walks into her life. Beautiful and charismatic, Flávia takes Nishat's 
breath away. But as their lives become tangled, they're caught up in a rivalry that gets in 
the way of any feelings they might have for each other. Can Nishat find a way to be true 
to herself... and find love too? Adiba Jaigirdar is a stunning new voice in young adult 
fiction, writing uplifting, authentic stories from a Bengali-Irish perspective. Adiba’s 
second YA book, Hani & Ishu’s Guide To Fake Dating, publishes later this year. 

Afterlove by Tanya Byrne THE LESBIAN LOVE STORY YOU'VE BEEN DYING TO READ. Ash 
Persaud is about to become a reaper in the afterlife, but she is determined to see her 
first love Poppy Morgan again, the only thing that separates them is death. Car 
headlights.The last thing Ash hears is the snap of breaking glass as the windscreen hits 
her and breaks into a million pieces like stars. But she made it, she's still here. Or is she? 



This New Year's Eve, Ash gets an RSVP from the afterlife she can't decline: to join a clan of fierce girl reapers who 
take the souls of the city's dead to await their fate. But Ash can't forget her first love, Poppy, and she will do 
anything to see her again ... even if it means they only get a few more days together. Dead or alive ... NOT EVEN 
DEATH CAN TEAR THEM APART. 

Only on the Weekends by Dean Atta Mack never thought he'd find love, but now two boys want to be with him. Will 
he choose Karim or Finlay? And can true love last for ever? A must-read queer love story for fans of Sarah Crossan 
and Sex Education, written in verse by Dean Atta. Fifteen-year-old Mack is a hopeless romantic - he blames the films 
he's grown up watching. He has liked Karim for as long as he can remember and is ecstatic when Karim becomes his 
boyfriend - it feels like love. But when Mack's dad gets a job on a film in Scotland, Mack has to move, and soon 

hediscovers how painful love can be. It's horrible being so far away from Karim, but the 
worst part is that Karim doesn't make the effort to visit. Love shouldn't be only on the 
weekends. Then, when Mack meets actor Finlay on a film set, he experiences 
something powerful, a feeling like love at first sight. How long until he tells Karim - and 
when will his old life and new life collide? 

The Outrage by William Hussey Welcome to England, where the Protectorate enforces 
the Public Good. Here, there are rules for everything - what to eat, what to wear, what 
to do, what to say, what to read, what to think, who to obey, who to hate, who to love. 
Your safety is assured, so long as you follow the rules. Gabriel is a natural born rule-
breaker. And his biggest crime of all? Being gay. Gabriel knows his sexuality must be 
kept secret from all but his closest friends, not only to protect himself, but to protect 
his boyfriend. Because Eric isn't just the boy who has stolen Gabriel's heart. He's the 
son of the chief inspector at Degenerate Investigations - the man who poses the single 
biggest threat to Gabriel's life. And the Protectorate are experts at exposing secrets. 

You’re The One That I Want – Simon James Green No more Mr Nice Guy! 

Freddie has a reputation for being inoffensive, sweet, kind – and therefore completely un-dateable. 

As he starts sixth form, Freddie decides that this nice guy isn’t going to finish last anymore. No more missing out on 
parties because he’s got to do his homework. No more saying no when he really wants to say yes. And most of all no 
more lusting after unobtainable straight boys who enjoy the attention but ultimately break his heart. Freddie 
embarks on a series of changes designed to transform his social and romantic life, and suddenly he’s a drama darling, 
getting invited to all the popular kids’ parties, and hot new boy Zach is showing an interest. Life couldn’t be 
better!  But the path to love is never smooth – and Freddie’s about to learn that changing everything about yourself 
isn’t necessarily a fool proof way of finding the right person… 

 

 


