	
	Question
	Answer

	1.
	Who is William Shakespeare?
	Shakespeare was an English playwright, poet and actor who was born in the 16th century. He is often known as the ‘bard’ and has written over 39 plays and 154 sonnets.

	2.
	What is a ‘prologue’?
	Prologues in Shakespearean plays are introductory speeches, often delivered by a Chorus, that set the scene, outline key themes, or foreshadow plot points to engage the audience

	3.
	What does the prologue in Romeo and Juliet tell us?
	The prologue in Romeo and Juliet is delivered as a 14-line sonnet by the Chorus. It outlines the ‘death marked’ love story born of an ‘ancient grudge’, in Verona, where two ‘star crossed’ lovers take their own lives, ending their family feud.

	4.
	What is masculinity?
Which characters put on a show of masculinity in the opening scene of the play and later in the play?

	Qualities or attributes regarded as characteristic of men or boys.
The opening of the play sees the Capulet and Montague servants brawling and provoking each other into a fight using insults. Later in the play Tybalt and Mercutio get into a fight and Mercutio is killed, to defend his honour Romeo kills Tybalt. All men put on a display of masculine violence which is associated with destructive behaviour.

	5.
	How does Romeo subvert (undermine) ideas about masculinity when he first appears in the play?
	Romeo is first presented as being depressed, he is in love with Rosaline and she does not return his love. He is spending lots of time in a dark bedroom moping around and crying and keeping to himself.

	6.
	What is Romeo’s relationship like with his parents?
	Romeo keeps himself distanced from his parents. They do not really understand him and how he feels.

	7.
	What was the role of women in Elizabethan England?
	In Elizabethan England (1558–1603), women operated under a strictly patriarchal system, defined as subordinate to male relatives (fathers, then husbands) and primarily restricted to domestic roles, including childbearing, household management, and, for many, manual labour or service. They were generally barred from higher education, politics, and the professions, with legal, economic, and social independence severely limited.

	8.
	Who is Juliet and how does she subvert her gender role?
	Juliet is a young woman of 13 and is being pressured into marrying Paris a nobleman selected by her father. She expresses no desire to marry or get pregnant (expected of young Elizabethan women) but feels the need to keep her parents happy initially by casting her eyes over Paris, but later in the play defies her parents by marrying Romeo in secret and arranging to elope with him.

	9.
	Whom is Juliet closest to in the play?
	Juliet shares a strong bond and familial type relationship with the Nurse. The Nurse is someone that has brought Juliet up, feeding and caring for her as a baby (wet nurse) and child and takes on a maternal role. Juliet does not have a strong relationship with her mother; she relies on the Nurse for marriage advice.

	10.
	What is foreshadowing and how does Shakespeare use it when Romeo and Juliet finally meet at the masque?
	Foreshadowing is the device used in literature to give hints and clues at what is going to happen later in the narrative. Shakespeare uses the characters speeches to hint at the star-crossed lover's death at the end of the play. After meeting Romeo, Juliet declares ‘My only love sprung from my only hate! / Too early seen unknown, and known too late!’

	11.
	What is the famous scene where Romeo declares his love to Juliet?
	Often referred to as the balcony scene, Romeo watches Juliet, on the balcony, profess her feelings for him and eventually reveals himself to profess his feelings for her.

	12.
	What is the ‘big’ problem with Romeo and Juliet falling in love and marrying?
	Juliet is a Capulet and Romeo is a Montague; their families hold an ‘ancient grudge’, so their love is forbidden because of this.

	13.
	Whom does Romeo confide in and rely on for paternal advice in the play?
	Friar Laurence is a central, well-intentioned but flawed character in Romeo and Juliet who serves as a confidant to the young lovers and a, somewhat, neutral party in Verona. As a Franciscan monk, he marries the couple in secret, hoping to end the Capulet-Montague feud, but his reckless, overly complex plans directly lead to the tragic, final catastrophe.

	14.
	What is dramatic structure and how does Shakespeare use it in the play?
	The structure of a play (or novel) is how the narrative (story) has been put together and how it is presented to us as an audience. The playwright is like an architect, making decisions about the order to put their story together – focusing our attention on particular details whilst keeping others hidden before unfurling the action.  
These shifts in focus and how the story is unfurled are essential considerations for the writer – and are as important as the language the writer uses to tell us the story.  

	15.
	Why does Tybalt pick a fight with the Montagues (Mercutio, Benvolio and eventually Romeo)?
	Tybalt, Juliet’s cousin, is an angry character that doesn’t need much provocation. He is enraged that Romeo had managed to sneak into the masque (ball) and wants revenge. Unbeknownst to Tybalt, Romeo and Juliet have married in secret. When he tries to fight Romeo, Romeo refuses as he sees Tybalt as family. Mercutio is angry with Romeo for not defending the Montagues and fights Tybalt. Tybalt kills Mercutio which provokes Romeo into avenging his death by killing Tybalt.

	16.
	What did the Prince warn the families about at the beginning of the play?

What does the Prince do to Romeo?
	The Prince announces that he will banish any family found fighting in the streets.

After Romeo kills Tybalt, the Prince banishes Romeo to a town called Mantua, which means he won’t be able to see Juliet.

	17.
	What is dramatic irony?
	When the audience or reader knows something the characters in the novel or play don’t.

	18.
	What does Juliet plan to do?
	To avoid marrying Paris after Romeo’s banishment, Juliet plans to fake her own death by drinking a sleeping potion provided by Friar Lawrence. She intends to appear dead for 42 hours, be laid in the Capulet tomb, and reunite with Romeo in Mantua. A letter is written to be sent to Romeo so that he is aware of the plan.

	19.
	How does Juliet’s plan go wrong?
	The Friar is unable to deliver the letter to Romeo. Romeo arrives at the tomb and sees Juliet, who he has heard has died. He has brought poison with him as he can’t stand the thought of living without her. He drinks the poison and dies by Juliet’s side. Juliet awakens moments later is devastated to discover Romeo dead. Juliet cannot live without Romeo and uses his dagger to kill herself.

	20.
	What do the Capulets and Montagues agree to at the end of the play? What is the moral to the play that the audience learn?
	Both families agree to bury their grudge and forgive each other. The primary moral of Romeo and Juliet is that unchecked hatred and longstanding grudges are destructive, causing innocent lives to be lost and bringing tragedy to all. It serves as a warning against letting intense, impulsive emotions and familial conflict dictate, rather than reason, leading to disastrous consequences.
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Learn these questions to build a strong foundation of knowledge for this half-term. Ask family or friends to test you regularly, or practise on your own using the ‘Look, Say, Cover, Write’ method.
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