	
	Question
	Answer

	1.
	What does context mean?
	The circumstances that form the setting for an event, statement or idea.

	2.
	When did the Great Depression happen?
	In the 1930s after the Wall Street Crash in October 1929.

	3.
	How long did the Great Depression last for?
	10 years.

	4.
	How many people were unemployed during the Great Depression?
	Between 13 – 15 million people.

	5.
	What was the Dust Bowl?
	The name given fir the drought and dust storms that swept across mid-West America.

	6.
	Who wrote ‘Of Mice and Men’?
	John Steinbeck.

	7.
	What is a nomad?
	A person who does not stay long in the same place.

	8.
	What are the characteristics of a nomad?
	They are detached from relationships or careers because travel takes precedence.  They own very little and have to adjust quickly to new experiences.

	9.
	During the Great Depression, many people lived in cardboard shantytowns.  What were they called?
	Hoovervilles.

	10.
	Where did many farmers migrate to as a result of the Dust Bowl?
	California.

	11.
	What does tone mean?
	The tone is the feeling or the atmosphere that the author has set in the story.

	12.
	What is the mood in a story?
	The mood is the feeling or the atmosphere that the reader gets when reading the story.

	13.
	Why did Steinbeck often write about the experiences of ranch hands in California?
	He grew up on ranches so he had direct experience of ranch hands at the time.

	14.
	Who is George?
	George is one of two main characters in ‘Of Mice and Men’.   He is the smaller of the two and is the one in control.

	15.
	Who is Lennie?
	Lennie is one of two main characters in ‘Of Mice and Men’.  He is the larger of the two and needs looking after by George.

	16.
	What does zoomorphism mean?
	The device of giving animal-like qualities to anything that is not that animal, such as humans, gods and inanimate objects.

	17.
	How were people with mental disabilities in 1930s America treated?
	Very unsympathetically.

	18.
	What is symbiosis?
	A mutually beneficial relationship between different people or groups.

	19.
	The English Language has what other language roots?
	Greek, Latin, French and Anglo-Saxon.

	20.
	What influences change in language?
	· A new concept
· to reflect lifestyle, attitudes and behaviour changes
· to reflect popular culture with the merging of words. 

	21.
	What is an insult?
	To speak to or treat with disrespect or scornful abuse.

	22.
	What is a slur?
	An insinuation or allegation about someone that is likely to insult them or damage their reputation.

	23.
	What does subjugate mean?
	To force down, to oppress and control.

	24.
	What does taboo mean?
	A social or religious custom prohibiting or restricting a particular practice or forbidding association with a particular person, place, or thing.

	25.
	What does etymology mean?
	The word origin.

	26.
	What does destitute mean?
	Extremely poor and lacking the means to provide for oneself.

	27.
	What does pugnacious mean?
	Eager or quick to argue, quarrel or fight.

	28.
	What does calculating mean?
	Acting in a secret and underhand way.

	29.
	What is status?
	Our status is our relative social or professional position; our standing in comparison to those around us. Our status changes depending on our company, location and purpose.

	30.
	What conceptual threads are linked to the character of Curly?
	· Power
· Gender
· Morality vs Legality

	31.
	What doe belligerent mean?
	Hostile and aggressive.

	32.
	What does volatile mean?
	Likely to change rapidly and unpredictably, usually for the worse.

	33.
	What does masculine mean?
	Possessing qualities that are stereotypically associated with men.

	34.
	What is foreshadowing?
	A warning or indication of (a future event).

	35.
	What does tension mean?
	Tension is where the writer allows the reader to know something is going to happen but not when, where and how.

	36.
	What is a semantic field?
	A semantic field is a collection of words which are linked by a common topic or theme. For example, words in the semantic field of a forest might be green, moss, trees, path, darkness, damp, lost, bark, bird.

	37.
	What is the American Dream?
	The ideal by which equality of opportunity is available to any American, allowing the highest aspirations and goals to be achieved.

	38.
	What is segregation?
	The action or state of setting someone or something apart from others.

	39.
	What were the Jim Crow Laws?
	These were state laws in America that segregated black and white people between 1876 – 1965. 

	40.
	What was the purpose of the Jim Crow Laws?
	They existed for about 100 years, from the post-Civil War era until 1968—were meant to marginalise African Americans and prevent them from mixing with white people by denying them the right to vote, hold jobs, get an education or other opportunities. 

	41.
	What happened to those who attempted to defy the Jim Crow laws?
	They often faced arrest, fines, jail sentences, violence and death.

	42.
	What does lynching mean?
	Lynching: (of a group of people) kill (someone) for an alleged offence without a legal trial, especially by hanging

	43.
	What is a cyclical narrative?
	A story that ends in the same place it began is commonly called a circular or cyclical narrative. Although the narrative’s beginnings and ends mirror each other, the narrative almost never leaves characters or events unchanged.
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Learn these questions to build a strong foundation of knowledge for this half-term. Ask family or friends to test you regularly, or practise on your own using the ‘Look, Say, Cover, Write’ method.
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