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	Answer

	1.
	What is a Tragedy?
	A tragedy is a genre of play that creates the emotions of pity and fear in the audience.  It deals with tragic events concerning the downfall of the main character and has an unhappy ending.  It deals with human suffering.

	2.
	When did Greek Tragedies begin?
	Over 2500 years ago.

	3.
	Where did Greek Tragedies begin?
	Ancient Athens.

	4.
	What is a convention?
	A way in which something is usually done, something typical, expected and followed.

	5.
	What is a hero?
	The main character.

	6.
	What is Hamartia?
	A personal flaw or error of judgement that leads to the hero’s downfall.

	7.
	What is a Prologue?
	An opening explanation at the start of a play.

	8.
	What is the Chorus?
	A group in a play singing to show time has passed.

	9.
	What does Catharsis mean?
	Cleansing.  It is emotionally draining but feels positive at the end.

	10.
	Which Ancient Greek philosopher influenced the construction of Shakespeare’s tragedies?
	Aristotle.

	11.
	What is Aristotle’s theory of tragedy?
	It focuses on drama rather than narrative, it creates a cause and effect chain which arouses pity and fear from the audience as they can envision themselves in the chain.

	12.
	What are the 6 parts (ingredients) of a Tragedy, according to Aristotle?
	1) Plot
2) Characters
3) Thought
4) Diction
5) Spectacle
6) Song / Melody

	13.
	How is the plot of the Tragedy structured?
	The plot is divided into 5 Acts following Freytag’s pyramid.

	14.
	Why did men play women’s roles in plays before the 1660s?
	Women were not allowed to perform on the stage until 1660.

	15.
	How are thoughts presented in plays?
	Thoughts are expressed through speeches and dialogues.  These might be in the form of soliloquies or monologues.

	16.
	What is diction?
	Diction is the medium of language through expression through which the character reveals their thoughts and feelings.

	17.
	What is a spectacle?
	A spectacle is a theatrical effect that is presented on stage.  It can include scenes of physical torture, loud expressions of grief, dances, colourful garments and jocular appearances of subordinate characters on stage.

	18.
	What is the melody / song?
	The chorus should contribute to the unity of the play.  Song refers to the musicality of the dialogue.

	19.
	When was William Shakespeare alive?
	1564 – 1616.

	20.
	In what two ways did Shakespeare follow Greek Tragedy?
	Through the use of the tragic hero and fate.

	21.
	How did Shakespeare develop his plays from traditional Greek Tragedies?
	He added different settings and subplots, instead of a linear plot happening in one place.  He also introduced romantic tragedy which mixed comedy and tragedy.

	22.
	Who is the tragic hero in a play or story?
	Often the tragic hero is the main character (protagonist) of the story who has heroic traits but they have a character flaw which leads to their downfall.

	23.
	What characteristics will the tragic hero have?
	Tragic heroes are often:
· Noble from birth;
· Considered as having heroic and honourable qualities;
· Have a tragic flaw;
· Suffer a terrible reversal of fortune (meaning from good to bad).  They often end up dying or suffering.
· Learn their error when it’s too late to correct.
· Have the sympathy of the audience.

	24.
	What is a tragic hero?
	A character who is respected and admired but who dies at the end due to a character flaw or error of judgement.

	25.
	How do the audience feel with the downfall of the tragic hero?
	The audience feels saddened by the tragic hero’s downfall which makes it tragic or the a tragedy.  

	26.
	How is the hamartia different in Greek and Shakespearean tragedies?
	The hamartia of the Greek tragic hero is often an error, whereas the hamartia of the Shakespearean tragic hero is often a fatal flaw.

	27.
	What is Macbeth’s hamartia?
	Ambition.

	28.
	What other fatal flaws could characters have?
	Greed, anxiety, impatience, pride, empathy, loyalty, rage, jealousy, curiosity, obsession.

	29.
	Where was ‘Macbeth’ set?
	Medieval Scotland.

	30.
	Who is Macbeth?
	A successful soldier in the army of King Duncan.  He is informed by three witches that he will become king and, although he initially is prepared to wait for fate to take its course, Macbeth is persuaded by his wife, Lady Macbeth, to kill the King.

	31.
	What are the 5 parts of Freytag/s pyramid, where Shakespeare’s tragedies fit nicely alongside?
	Exposition, Rising action, Climax, Falling action, Denouement.

	32.
	What is the purpose of Act 1?
	To exposes or introduce the plot.  It sets the scene.

	33.
	What is the purpose of Act 2?
	To increase the tension.  Conflict is increased and the audience can see something bad or exciting is going to happen.

	34.
	What is the purpose of Act 3?
	It is the moment of greatest tension.  It is also the turning point where the tragic hero will do something that they cannot return from.

	35.
	What is the purpose of Act 4?
	The tragic hero begins his downfall as we see him start to struggle.

	36.
	What is the purpose of Act 5?
	It is the resolution.  The tragic hero usually dies or faces another terrible fate.

	37.
	What is peripetia?
	A turning point where the tragic hero’s fortunes decline.  This usually begins shortly after the climax and is completed in the denouement.

	38.
	What is hubris?
	An arrogant overconfidence in one’s power or status.

	39.
	What is anagnorisis?
	The moment of critical discovery or truth.

	40.
	What is nemesis?
	An inescapable punishment or fate.

	41.
	Why did Shakespeare write ‘Macbeth’?
	As a tribute to King James 1.  He wanted to caution against the abuses of power and to support the natural order of things (Devine Right of Kings).

	42.
	What would happen if the natural order would be disturbed?
	It would end in chaos and disaster.

	43.
	What is an aside?
	An aside is a dramatic device an which a character speaks to the audience, which is unheard by the other characters on the stage.

	44.
	What is duality?
	The existence of two distinct ‘selves’ within an individual which can influence decision making and behaviour.

	45.
	What is a monosyllable?
	A word consisting of one syllable often used in poetry and prose to create rhythm, flow and musicality.

	46.
	Why were witches used in ‘Macbeth’?
	James 1 wrote a book about witchcraft

	47.
	What is dramatic irony?
	When the audience knows something that the characters on stage do not.

	48.
	Why does Macbeth kill King Duncan?
	Macbeth does not want to wait for fate as he is ambitious to be king.

	49.
	Why does Macbeth organise for Banquo and Fleance to be murdered?
	Banquo was with Macbeth when they heard the witches prophecies and Macbeth was concerned that Banquo’s descendants would be kings in the future, so he wanted to prevent it from happening.

	50.
	What happens to Lady Macbeth at the end of the play?
	She turns mad and commits suicide.

	51.
	Who or what is Macbeth’s nemesis?
	MacDuff.

	52.
	How is peace restored at the end?
	Malcolm is crowned King and peace and order is restored
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