	
	Question
	Answer

	1.
	What is a Tragedy?
	A tragedy is a genre of play that creates the emotions of pity and fear in the audience.  It deals with tragic events concerning the downfall of the main character and has an unhappy ending.  It deals with human suffering.

	2.
	What is a hero?
	The main character.

	3.
	What is Hamartia?
	A personal flaw or error of judgement that leads to the hero’s downfall.

	4.
	What does Catharsis mean?
	Cleansing.  It is emotionally draining but feels positive at the end.

	5.
	What is the name of Macbeth’s best friend?
	Banquo

	6.
	When was William Shakespeare alive?
	1564 – 1616.

	7.
	Give two contrasting quotes from the start/end of the play that describe Macbeth.
	“brave Macbeth” – Act 1
“this butcher” – Act 5 

	8.
	What is a tragic hero?
	A character who is respected and admired but who dies at the end due to a character flaw or error of judgement.

	9.
	What is Macbeth’s hamartia?
	Ambition.

	10.
	Where was ‘Macbeth’ set?
	Medieval Scotland.

	11.
	Who is Macbeth?
	A successful soldier in the army of King Duncan.  He is informed by three witches that he will become king and, although he initially is prepared to wait for fate to take its course, Macbeth is persuaded by his wife, Lady Macbeth, to kill the King.

	12.
	Who was on the throne when Shakespeare wrote ‘Macbeth’?
	King James I of England (he was also King James V of Scotland)

	13.
	What is hubris?
	An arrogant overconfidence in one’s power or status.

	14.
	Complete this quote: “stars, hide your _____; let not light see my ____ and ____ _______.”
	“starts, hide your fires; let not light see my black and deep desires”

	15.
	Why did Shakespeare write ‘Macbeth’?
	As a tribute to King James I.  He wanted to caution against the abuses of power and to support the natural order of things (Devine Right of Kings).

	16.
	Who convinces Macbeth to continue with his plans to become King?
	Lady Macbeth

	17.
	What is an aside?
	An aside is a dramatic device where a character speaks to the audience, which is unheard by the other characters on the stage.

	18.
	Why were witches used in ‘Macbeth’?
	James 1 wrote a book about witchcraft and to warn the audience against the dangers of the supernatural

	19.
	What is dramatic irony?
	When the audience knows something that the characters on stage do not.

	20.
	Why does Macbeth kill King Duncan?
	Macbeth does not want to wait for fate as he is ambitious to be king.

	21.
	Why does Macbeth organise for Banquo and Fleance to be murdered?
	Banquo was with Macbeth when they heard the witches prophecies and Macbeth was concerned that Banquo’s descendants would be kings in the future, so he wanted to prevent it from happening.

	22.
	What happens to Lady Macbeth at the end of the play?
	She turns mad and commits suicide.

	23.
	Who or what is Macbeth’s nemesis?
	MacDuff.

	
	How does Macbeth die?
	MacDuff beheads him (linking back to the traitor MacDonwald who Macbeth beheaded in Act 1)

	24.
	How is peace restored at the end?
	Malcolm is crowned King and peace and order is restored

	25.
	Complete this quote: “act like the _______ ______ but be the _______under’t”
	“act like the innocent flower, but be the serpent under’t”
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Learn these questions to build a strong foundation of knowledge for this half-term. Ask family or friends to test you regularly, or practise on your own using the ‘Look, Say, Cover, Write’ method.
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