	1.
	What was the British East India Company?
	A British company that traded and took control of parts of India.

	2.
	What was the Indian Rebellion of 1857?
	A major uprising by Indian soldiers against British rule.

	3.
	What did the British build in India?
	Railways, schools and hospitals.

	4.
	Why do some people say British rule harmed India?
	Indians lost land, power and had to buy British goods.

	5.
	What was the British Empire in America called?
	The 13 Colonies.

	6.
	Why did the American colonies rebel in 1776?
	They wanted freedom and didn’t want to pay British taxes.

	7.
	What happened after the American colonies won independence?
	The USA was created and Britain lost its colonies there.

	8.
	Why did Britain send people to Australia?
	To use it as a prison colony for criminals.

	9.
	What does ‘transportation’ mean in this context?
	Sending criminals to live and work in colonies like Australia.

	10.
	Who are the Aboriginal people?
	The indigenous people of Australia.

	11.
	How were Aboriginal people treated by the British?
	Many were pushed off their land and badly treated.

	12.
	Why did Britain want control of parts of Africa?
	For raw materials like gold, diamonds and land.

	13.
	What happened to African people under British rule?
	They were often forced to work and lost control of their land.

	14.
	What was the ‘Scramble for Africa’?
	When European countries divided up Africa for themselves.

	15.
	What is a colony?
	A country controlled by another, more powerful country.


OBHS Core Questions:
Subject: History
Year and Term: Year 8 Spring 2
Topic: The British Empire
Learn these questions to build a strong foundation of knowledge for this half-term. Ask family or friends to test you regularly, or practise on your own using the ‘Look, Say, Cover, Write’ method.
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