[SUBJECT] Curriculum Content 2026-27

	Music 

	Curriculum core purpose. Intent

	 At Old Buckenham High School, we believe that music is a powerful and enriching subject that enables young people to develop creativity, confidence, resilience and self-expression. Our music curriculum is designed to inspire a lifelong appreciation of music while developing students as confident, skilled and thoughtful musicians.
Through the three fundamental pillars of musical learning, performing, composing and listening, students develop the knowledge, understanding and practical skills required to engage with music both critically and creatively. We provide opportunities for all students, regardless of their starting point, to explore a diverse range of musical styles, traditions and cultures, fostering curiosity, respect and an understanding of the wider world.
Our curriculum is carefully sequenced to build musical fluency over time. Students learn to perform with increasing confidence and technical control, compose imaginatively using a range of musical devices and technologies, and listen with growing sophistication, analysing and evaluating music using appropriate musical vocabulary. Through regular practical music-making, students develop collaboration, communication, leadership and problem-solving skills while experiencing the joy and challenge of creating music together.
At Old Buckenham High School, we are committed to ensuring that every young person can experience success in music. We nurture talent, encourage ambition and provide opportunities for students to participate in performances and musical experiences that build self-esteem, foster a sense of belonging and contribute positively to the wider school community.
Our vision extends beyond the classroom. Through a broad programme of extra-curricular opportunities, including ensembles, choirs, instrumental tuition, performances, productions and community events, students are encouraged to further develop their musical talents, creativity and confidence. These experiences allow students to apply and extend their learning, work collaboratively with others and experience the excitement and fulfilment of live performance. We believe that participation in music beyond lessons plays a vital role in developing well-rounded young people, helping them grow as performers, leaders, team members and active members of their community.
Ultimately, our aim is to develop well-rounded musicians who can perform, compose and listen with confidence, creativity and independence. We aspire to inspire every student to value music as an important part of their education and their lives, fostering a lasting appreciation for music's ability to enrich lives, strengthen communities and open doors to future opportunities.


	Community

	Music brings people together and provides a shared language through which students can collaborate, communicate and express themselves. Through ensemble performance, group composition, classroom discussion and extra-curricular participation, students develop a sense of belonging and learn the importance of contributing positively to a team. We celebrate musical diversity and encourage students to engage with a wide range of musical traditions, fostering an inclusive environment where every individual feels valued. Through performances, productions and community events, students experience the power of music to strengthen relationships and enrich the wider school community.


	Ambition

	We encourage all students to aspire to excellence and to challenge themselves as musicians, regardless of their starting point. Through the development of performing, composing and listening skills, students are equipped with the knowledge, confidence and resilience needed to achieve their full potential. Our curriculum is carefully sequenced to build musical expertise over time, inspiring students to take pride in their progress and strive for continual improvement. Through curricular and extra-curricular opportunities, students are encouraged to develop their talents, embrace new experiences and pursue their musical interests with enthusiasm and determination.


	Respect

	Respect lies at the heart of musical learning. Students develop respect for themselves, their peers and the contributions of others through collaborative music-making and constructive feedback. They gain an appreciation of music from different cultures, historical periods and traditions, developing an understanding of the diverse world in which they live. Students learn to value the effort, discipline and dedication required to master musical skills, whilst fostering an environment where creativity, individuality and achievement are celebrated. Through listening, performing and composing, students learn to respect different viewpoints and recognise music's role in reflecting and shaping human experience.
Top of FormBottom of Form

	Careers in the curriculum 

	At Old Buckenham High School, we are committed to helping students understand the wide range of opportunities that studying music can provide. Through both classroom learning and extra-curricular experiences, students develop valuable transferable skills that are highly sought after by employers, including creativity, communication, collaboration, problem-solving, resilience and self-confidence.
Throughout the curriculum, students are introduced to the diverse range of careers connected to music and the creative industries. These include roles such as performer, composer, producer, sound engineer, music teacher, arts administrator, event manager, music therapist, conductor, songwriter, broadcaster and those working within the fields of media, theatre, film, gaming and technology. Students explore how musicians develop their skills, build careers and contribute to the cultural and economic life of society.
By engaging in performing, composing and listening activities, students gain first-hand experience of many of the professional practices used within the music industry. They learn how to work independently and collaboratively, meet deadlines, respond to feedback and present their work to an audience, all of which help to prepare them for further education, employment and lifelong learning.
Our extra-curricular programme further enhances students' understanding of careers in music through performances, productions, instrumental tuition and opportunities to engage with professional musicians and the wider arts community. These experiences help students to develop ambition, broaden their aspirations and recognise the wide variety of pathways available through music.
Ultimately, we aim to demonstrate that music is not only a subject of artistic and cultural value but also one that equips students with skills, experiences and qualities that support success across a wide range of future careers.


	Content-Knowledge and Skills.
	Subject specific pedagogy

	Students progressively develop:
· Performing Skills: accuracy, fluency, technique, interpretation, rehearsal strategies and ensemble performance.
· Compositional Skills: improvisation, musical idea generation, development of motifs, structure, use of musical elements and refinement of work.
· Listening Skills: appraising, analysing, identifying musical features, comparing musical styles and using subject-specific vocabulary.
· Musical Knowledge: understanding the elements of music, conventions of different genres, historical context and cultural significance.
· Use of Technology: recording, sequencing, editing and producing music using a range of digital tools and software.
· Personal Skills: confidence, teamwork, leadership, resilience, creativity and self-evaluation.
This progression ensures that students leave Old Buckenham High School as knowledgeable, skilled and reflective musicians who can perform, compose and listen with increasing independence and musical understanding.

	At Old Buckenham High School, Music is taught through an engaging, practical and inclusive approach that places active music-making at the heart of learning. We believe that students learn music best by experiencing it as performers, composers and listeners, enabling them to develop both technical proficiency and a deeper understanding of musical concepts.
Our pedagogy is built around the cyclical process of explore, develop, perform, evaluate and improve. Students are encouraged to experiment with musical ideas, take creative risks and refine their work through reflection and feedback. Practical music-making is embedded within all areas of learning, ensuring that knowledge and skills are developed simultaneously and in meaningful contexts.
New learning is carefully scaffolded and modelled by teachers before students apply their understanding independently. Musical vocabulary, notation and theoretical concepts are explicitly taught and regularly revisited, allowing students to develop musical fluency and confidence over time. Retrieval practice is used to strengthen long-term memory and ensure that key concepts remain secure as students progress through the curriculum.
Collaborative learning is a central feature of Music lessons. Ensemble performance, group composition and peer evaluation help students develop communication, leadership and teamwork skills while fostering a supportive and inclusive learning environment. Students are regularly provided with opportunities to perform and share their work, developing confidence, resilience and pride in their achievements.
Listening is integrated throughout the curriculum and used as a powerful tool for developing musical understanding. Students are exposed to a wide range of musical genres, cultures and traditions, encouraging them to make connections between different styles and contexts while broadening their cultural awareness.
Technology is used purposefully to enhance learning, enabling students to compose, record, edit and evaluate music using industry-relevant software and digital tools. This supports creativity, accessibility and engagement whilst preparing students for further study and the evolving nature of music-making in the modern world.
Assessment is ongoing and formative, with regular opportunities for self-assessment, peer feedback and teacher guidance. Students are encouraged to reflect on their own progress and identify next steps, promoting independence and ownership of learning.
Through this approach, students develop the confidence, knowledge and skills required to become successful musicians, while fostering a lifelong enjoyment and appreciation of music.






	Music
Curriculum Content
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Year 10
	AoS4 – Popular Music
· Creating Chords
· 4 Chord songs
· Different styles of Pop music
Music Theory Crash Course
· Reading treble and Bass Clef
· Note Values
· Time Signatures
· Scales and Key Signatures
· Chords
· Cadences
· Introduction to the elements of music (Mad T Shirt)
Composing
· Composing a 4 chord song

	AoS 1 – Forms and Devices
· Key features of the Baroque, Classical and Romantic Periods
· Application of music theory through score reading
· Developing knowledge of Instruments of the Orchestra
Small Group performance
· Students split off into smaller ensemble groups and with guidance pick and source a piece of music to rehearse.
	AoS 3 – Film music
· Students study the history of film music
· Analysing music using the elements of music.
· Importance of Leitmotifs
· Looking at techniques to answer the 10 mark question
Solo Performance 
· Students start to prepare for their solo performance in Yr11
Composing
· Students look at composing a piece of music to a film music brief. 
· Students look at techniques used in film music composition and try and replicate them in their own work
	AoS 2 – Ensemble Music

· Students study blues and jazz music, focussing on key features, instruments, structures and harmony
· Students look at musical theatre and writing for different voice types and vocal techniques
Performance Assessment
· Students prepare for their solo performance assessment as part of the Year 10 assessment.
Exam revision
· Students practice exam questions and technique in order to prepare for the Year 10 assessment.
· Recap all of the Areas of Study covered so far.
	End of Year Assessment

· Students will sit a 1hr and 15minute listening exam (as they would in year 11)
· Students will perform their solo piece.

Listening and Appraising
· Review end of year assessment and re-teach areas of weakness.

Free Composition
· Students start their composition for GCSE assessment. This is an original piece of music in a style of their choice.
· Students need to complete a composition log to track their progress.
	Listening and Appraising
· Review end of year assessment and re-teach areas of weakness.

Free Composition
· Students start their composition for GCSE assessment. This is an original piece of music in a style of their choice.
· Students need to complete a composition log to track their progress.
· The free composition needs to be completed by Friday 2nd July 2027.
Performance
· Students continue to work on their solo and ensemble performances, ready for recording and submission in December 2027.

	Year 11 
	All students will be working to complete Component 2: Music Skills Development. This is an internal assessment. 

Students will study two pathways, the composing pathway and the performing based pathway, regularly practicing and rehearsing their performance pieces.
 
All students will:
 • Demonstrate knowledge of professional and commercial skills to work within the music industry. 
• Develop planning and communication skills to show their individual progress through performing and composing. 
• Develop technical, musical knowledge and understanding of skills to progress musically.  
	Students will complete preparatory tasks and mock assessments to prepare them for the assessment of Component 3: Responding to a Music Brief. 

All students will: 
• Understand how to respond to a commercial musical brief.
 • Select and apply musical skills in response to a commercial musical brief.
 • Create and present a final music product. 
• Comment on the creative process and outcomes.


The assessment will need to be completed and submitted by Friday 30th April 2027
	GCSE Examinations


 




	Subject Curriculum Content
	Cycle 1
	Cycle 2
	Cycle 3
	Cycle 4

	Year 7
	Topics: 
Vocal Skills and the Elements of Music

Key concepts:
Students learn about Pitch, Dynamics, Duration, Tempo, Texture, Instrumentation, Articulation and Silence 

The Vocal Skills unit develops students' confidence, technical ability and enjoyment of singing through a range of practical vocal activities. Students explore call and response songs, developing listening skills, ensemble awareness and musical communication, before progressing to singing in two-part harmony, where they learn to maintain independent vocal lines with accuracy and confidence. Throughout the unit, students develop key vocal techniques including posture, breathing, diction, pitch control and expressive performance. By working collaboratively and reflecting on their performances, students strengthen their musicianship, communication skills and appreciation of singing as both an individual and collective musical experience.

Assessment:
Core Questions – see separate sheet.

	Topics: 
Keyboard Skills / vocal skills
Key concepts:
This unit introduces students to the fundamental skills required to play the keyboard with confidence and accuracy. Students learn correct hand position, keyboard geography and basic performance techniques while developing an understanding of pitch, rhythm and notation. Through the performance of increasingly challenging pieces, students build fluency in reading musical notation, coordinating both hands and maintaining a steady pulse.

We will continue to incorporate singing within the lessons to develop aural awareness and vocal skills.
Assessment:
Core Questions – see separate sheet
Applied Assessment – Students will be given a performance assessment based on the work they have been completing in lessons.

	Topics: 
Music Sequencing / music appraising

Key concepts:
This unit introduces students to the fundamentals of music sequencing using Cubase, enabling them to create, edit and develop their own digital compositions. Students learn how to use MIDI and virtual instruments, programme rhythmic and melodic ideas, and arrange musical layers to create a finished piece. Through practical projects, they develop an understanding of key musical elements including rhythm, texture, structure and timbre while gaining confidence in using music technology as a creative tool.

Through focused listening activities, students revisit the musical elements studied earlier in the year, including rhythm, tempo, dynamics, texture, timbre and structure. They use subject-specific vocabulary to identify and discuss these features in a range of musical extracts, reinforcing prior learning and developing their critical listening and analytical skills


Assessment: 
Core Questions – see separate sheet

	Topics: 
Band Project / music appraising

Key concepts:
This unit gives students the opportunity to apply and develop their musical skills through collaborative band performance. Working in small groups, students learn to rehearse, arrange and perform a piece of music, taking responsibility for an individual part while contributing to the success of the ensemble. Throughout the project, students develop key performance skills including timing, accuracy, communication and stage presence, while also learning the importance of teamwork, resilience and constructive feedback. By rehearsing and refining their performances, students gain confidence as musicians and develop a deeper understanding of how musicians work together to create successful live performances

Through focused listening activities, students revisit the musical elements studied earlier in the year, including rhythm, tempo, dynamics, texture, timbre and structure. They use subject-specific vocabulary to identify and discuss these features in a range of musical extracts, reinforcing prior learning and developing their critical listening and analytical skills

Assessment:
Core Questions – see separate sheet
Applied assessment – Students will perform their completed piece.


	Year 8
	Topics: 
Programme Music – Elements of Music and Composing.

Key concepts:
This unit introduces students to the concept of programme music through the study of Holst's The Planets. Students explore how musical devices such as ostinato, dynamics, texture and instrumentation can be used to create mood, atmosphere and character, with a particular focus on Mars, the Bringer of War. Drawing upon these techniques, students compose their own war/space-themed piece using music notation software, developing their understanding of compositional devices, musical structure and notation while expressing their own creative ideas

Assessment:
Core Questions – see separate sheet

	Topics: 
Music Sequencing / music appraising

Key concepts:
This unit introduces students to the fundamentals of music sequencing using Cubase, enabling them to create, edit and develop their own digital compositions. Students learn how to use MIDI and virtual instruments, programme rhythmic and melodic ideas, and arrange musical layers to create a finished piece. Through practical projects, they develop an understanding of key musical elements including rhythm, texture, structure and timbre while gaining confidence in using music technology as a creative tool.

Through focused listening activities, students revisit the musical elements studied earlier in the year, including rhythm, tempo, dynamics, texture, timbre and structure. They use subject-specific vocabulary to identify and discuss these features in a range of musical extracts, reinforcing prior learning and developing their critical listening and analytical skills

Assessment: 
Core Questions – see separate sheet
Applied assessment – completed sequenced musical piece.

	Topics: 
Motifs, Riffs and Ostinatos

Key concepts:
This unit explores the use of repeated musical patterns across a range of musical styles, including popular music and music from the Western Classical Tradition. Pupils investigate hooks, riffs, and ostinatos through listening, performing, composing, and singing activities, developing their understanding of how repetition is used to create interest and structure in music.

They develop their knowledge of recognising and interpreting treble and bass clefs, rhythmic and melodic notation, and common repeat symbols, applying these skills through practical performance and creative tasks. Throughout the unit, pupils develop their musicianship, musical literacy, and appreciation of how repeated patterns form the foundation of many musical genres.

Assessment:
Core Questions – see separate sheet

	Topics: 
Band Project / music appraising

Key concepts:
This unit gives students the opportunity to apply and develop their musical skills through collaborative band performance. Working in small groups, students learn to rehearse, arrange and perform a piece of Reggae music, taking responsibility for an individual part while contributing to the success of the ensemble. Throughout the project, students develop key performance skills including timing, accuracy, communication and stage presence, while also learning the importance of teamwork, resilience and constructive feedback. By rehearsing and refining their performances, students gain confidence as musicians and develop a deeper understanding of how musicians work together to create successful live performances

Through focused listening activities based around popular music, students study the key features of a variety of styles They use subject-specific vocabulary to identify and discuss these features in a range of musical extracts, reinforcing prior learning and developing their critical listening and analytical skills

Assessment:
Core Questions – see separate sheet
Applied assessment – Students will perform their completed piece.


	Year 9
	Topics: 
Minimalism (motifs and composing)

Key concepts:
This unit introduces pupils to the key features of minimalism through the study of Steve Reich's Clapping Music, exploring techniques such as repetition, phase shifting, and rhythmic layering. Pupils then apply their understanding by sequencing sections of Mike Oldfield's Tubular Bells using music technology software, developing their skills in MIDI sequencing, structure, texture, and musical analysis. Through listening, performing, and composing activities, students gain an appreciation of how simple musical ideas can be developed to create engaging and effective music.

Assessment:
Core Questions – see separate sheet

	Topics: 
Film Music

Key concepts:
This unit explores the role of music in film, introducing pupils to key features of film scores and how music is used to create mood, atmosphere, and character. Pupils study and perform famous leitmotifs from well-known films, developing their understanding of how composers represent characters and ideas through music. They then apply these techniques by creating their own soundtrack to a film clip using a digital audio workstation (DAW), combining musical elements and technology skills to enhance on-screen action and emotion.

Assessment:
Core Questions – see separate sheet
Applied Assessment – their completed music that accompanies their film clip.

	Topics: 
Songwriting (4 Chord songs)

Key concepts:
This unit develops pupils' understanding of songwriting by exploring how songs are constructed using chords, melody, and structure. Pupils learn how to build major and minor chords, create effective chord progressions, and investigate common song forms used in popular music. Using a pentatonic scale, they compose original melodies that fit their chosen harmonic framework. All work is created using music technology software, allowing pupils to develop their sequencing, editing, and production skills while crafting their own complete song


Assessment:
Core Questions – see separate sheet.

	Topics: 
Ensemble performing

Key concepts:
This unit provides pupils with the opportunity to develop their ensemble performance skills through rehearsing and performing as part of a band. Working collaboratively, pupils learn how to play their individual parts accurately, respond to other musicians, and refine their performances through rehearsal. They then create their own cover version of a chosen song, making musical decisions about style, structure, instrumentation, and arrangement. Throughout the project, pupils build confidence, creativity, and teamwork while developing a deeper understanding of how musicians work together to prepare a polished performance.

Assessment:
Core Questions – see separate sheet
Applied Assessment – their final performance of their song and their four-chord song composed in the previous cycle.




