Geography Curriculum Content 2026-27

	Geography

	Curriculum core purpose. Intent

	At Old Buckenham High School our Geography curriculum enables students to understand the complex and dynamic world in which they live. Through the study of physical and human processes, students develop a deep understanding of how landscapes are formed, how societies function, and how people interact with their environment at local, national and global scales.
Our knowledge-rich curriculum is carefully sequenced across Key Stage 3 an4 to build a coherent understanding of key geographical concepts including place, space, scale, interdependence and sustainability. Through a balance of physical, human and environmental geography, students develop the ability to make connections between topics such as rivers, population change, climate systems and global issues like migration and climate change. By studying a diverse range of places, from the UK to global case studies, students are equipped to think critically about the challenges facing the world today, including inequality, resource management and environmental change.
Our curriculum is inclusive and ambitious for all learners. It develops essential transferable skills such as map interpretation, data analysis, fieldwork enquiry, critical thinking and extended writing, ensuring students are well prepared for further study and life beyond school.


	Community

	Our Geography curriculum fosters a strong sense of place and belonging by connecting students to their local, national and global environments. Students explore issues relevant to their lives, such as UK challenges including housing, transport and environmental conflict, helping them understand their role within their community.
Fieldwork and enquiry-based learning provide opportunities for students to engage with real-world environments, encouraging collaboration, teamwork and shared problem-solving. Students are supported to develop as active, responsible citizens who understand how their choices impact both their local area and the wider world.

	Ambition

	Our Geography curriculum is ambitious for all students. We believe every learner can succeed in Geography through access to powerful knowledge, clear structure and appropriate challenge.
Students are encouraged to think deeply about complex global issues such as climate change, population pressures, migration and resource use. Through exposure to real-world case studies, including countries at different stages of development. Students build a nuanced understanding of global inequality and interconnectedness. 
Our carefully sequenced curriculum ensures that knowledge and skills build over time—from foundational map skills in Year 7, to more complex analysis, evaluation and judgement-making by Year 9. Students are equipped with key geographical skills including:

Interpreting maps, graphs and data
Applying fieldwork techniques and analysing primary data
Evaluating geographical arguments and decision-making
Communicating ideas clearly through extended writing and discussion

These skills prepare students for GCSE Geography and develop competencies essential for the modern world.

	Respect

	Respect is central to our Geography curriculum. Through the study of diverse places, cultures and environments, students develop empathy and a broader understanding of global perspectives.
Students examine differing viewpoints on key issues such as climate change, migration and development, learning to appreciate complexity and challenge stereotypes. Topics such as migration, globalisation and environmental sustainability foster an appreciation of diversity and encourage responsible global citizenship. 
Classroom discussion and debate are structured to promote respectful dialogue, allowing students to explore controversial issues thoughtfully and sensitively.

	Content-Knowledge and Skills.
	Subject specific pedagogy

	The geography curriculum is sequenced to build cumulatively across Key Stage 3 and 4, ensuring progression in both knowledge and disciplinary skills.
Students develop:
Core knowledge
· Physical geography processes (e.g. rivers, coasts, tectonics, ecosystems)
· Human geography concepts (e.g. population, migration, development, urbanisation)
· Environmental issues (e.g. climate change, sustainability, resource management)
· Place-based knowledge across the UK and wider world
Geographical skills
· Map skills (grid references, scale, OS maps, GIS) introduced early and embedded throughout 
· Data interpretation (graphs, charts, population pyramids, choropleth maps)
· Fieldwork enquiry (data collection, analysis, evaluation)
· Critical thinking (analysis of causes, impacts, and management strategies)
· Extended writing and argument construction
The curriculum is designed so that each unit builds on prior learning. For example:
· Map skills introduced in Year 7 underpin all later geographical study
· Physical process understanding in rivers supports later coastal and hazard topics
· Population and migration units build towards more complex global development and geopolitical issues


	Subject-specific pedagogy
Geography teaching at Old Buckenham High School combines knowledge-rich instruction with enquiry-led learning. Lessons are designed to develop both substantive knowledge and disciplinary thinking.
Key approaches include:
· Modelling and scaffolding to support all learners
· Retrieval practice and interleaving to strengthen long-term memory
· Dual coding through maps, diagrams and visual representations
· Fieldwork and enquiry to apply knowledge in real-world contexts
· Structured discussion and debate to develop evaluation skills
Assessment is embedded through:
· Regular low-stakes quizzes and retrieval activities
· End-of-unit assessments with core and higher-level questions
· Extended writing tasks requiring explanation, analysis and evaluation.
Teachers use formative assessment to identify misconceptions and adapt teaching, ensuring all students make progress.





	Subject Curriculum Content
	Cycle 1
	Cycle 2
	Cycle 3
	Cycle 4

	Year 7
	Year 7
Topics: 
Amazing Places-Map skills
 
· Identify latitude (Equator, Tropics, Arctic/Antarctic Circle) and longitude (Greenwich Meridian). 
· Understand contours and how height and land shape are shown on maps. 
· Know key facts about the 1980 Mount St Helens eruption and related changes. 
· Develop locational knowledge of Rio de Janeiro, continents, the Great Barrier Reef, Peak District, Victoria Falls and India. 
· Use a 16-point compass and OS map symbols. 
· Understand cross sections, grid references (4- and 6-figure), and scale. 
· Recognise the importance and limitations of sketch maps and map symbols. 
· Understand links between human and physical geography, including key features such as Victoria Falls.
· Describe location using compass directions, latitude/longitude, and grid references. 
· Interpret and represent maps using contours, cross sections and sketch maps. 
· Measure distance and calculate scale, including along curved routes
 
 
Assessment:
Core Questions
Application of Skills
 
	Topics: 
Rivers
 
Key concepts:
· Understand the uses of rivers and how fluvial landscapes vary. 
· Know key processes of the water cycle (evaporation, condensation, transpiration). 
· Identify river basin features and landforms. 
· Understand river processes (erosion, transport, deposition). 
· Know how landforms change along the upper, middle and lower course. 
· Identify human and physical causes of flooding and methods of management. 
· Understand links between human activity and river environments.
· Explain advantages and disadvantages of river uses. 
· Understand how the water cycle and river processes create landforms. 
· Describe how river characteristics change from source to mouth. 
· Explain how flooding occurs and assess causes (human vs physical). 
· Evaluate different flood management strategies
· Interpret maps and cross sections to identify river landforms. 
· Sequence processes to explain landform formation. 
· Develop extended writing using arguments and judgement.
 
 
Assessment:
Core Questions
Source interpretation and extended writing
 
	Topics: 
Population
 
Key concepts:
· Population distribution varies globally (dense vs sparse) due to human and physical factors. 
· Knowledge of UK and global population patterns, change over time and key terms (HIC, NEE, LIC). 
· Use of population models (DTM, population pyramids) and case studies (UK, Japan, China, Kenya). 
· Understanding causes and impacts of population change (ageing, overpopulation, resources, housing). 
· Evaluation of challenges and possible solutions. 
· Skills: interpret maps, graphs and pyramids, analyse data, calculate natural increase, and write evidence-based explanations.
 
Assessment:
Core Questions
Source interpretation and extended writing
 
	Topics: 
Chewing Gum
 
Key concepts:
· Chewing gum production links to geography through raw materials, industry and global distribution. 
· Knowledge of how gum is made, roles in production, and Wrigley’s as a case study. 
· Understanding factors influencing factory location (e.g. transport, labour, markets). 
· Awareness of environmental impacts of chewing gum waste and wider consumer choices. 
· Understanding of industrial impacts (positive and negative) and waste management issues. 
· Skills: interpret data and images, use maps/atlases, analyse patterns, and present findings using written, verbal and numerical skills.
 
Assessment: 
Core Questions
Extended writing linked to fieldwork
 

	Year 8
	Year 8 Topics: 
Migration
 
Key concepts:
· Migration is the movement of people, influenced by push and pull factors and different types of migration. 
· The UK’s population has been shaped by migration over time, creating a diverse, multicultural society. 
· Knowledge of key migration groups (e.g. Windrush, EU migration, Polish, Syrian, Jewish, Huguenots). 
· Understanding impacts of migration on source and host countries (positive and negative). 
· Awareness of differing opinions, migrant experiences, and reasons behind migration decisions. 
· Skills: interpret maps, graphs and sources, conduct simple fieldwork, and develop written and verbal explanations using evidence.
 
Assessment:
Core Questions
Source interpretation and extended writing
 
	Topics: 
Coastal Landscapes
 
Key concepts:
· Coastal landscapes are shaped by erosion, transport and deposition, creating varied and changing coastlines. 
· Knowledge of key processes (hydraulic action, abrasion, attrition, solution) and terms (waves, fetch, mass movement, weathering). 
· Understanding how landforms form (e.g. cliffs, wave-cut platforms, caves, arches, stacks, spits) and factors influencing them. 
· Awareness of coastal change, risks (e.g. erosion, mass movement) and impacts on people and environments. 
· Understanding coastal use and management (hard and soft engineering) and differing stakeholder views. 
· Skills: interpret maps and sources, use grid references, analyse patterns, sequence landform formation, and construct written explanations and judgements.
 
Assessment:
Core Questions
Type here
 
	Topics: 
Wasteful World
Key concepts:
· Climate change is influenced by both natural and human factors, including the enhanced greenhouse effect. 
· Knowledge of global climate processes and the impacts of climate change. 
· Understanding how impacts vary between countries at different levels of development. 
· Awareness of differing viewpoints and debates around climate change. 
· Understanding methods of mitigation and adaptation, and the challenges of balancing economic growth with environmental protection. 
· Knowledge of energy resources (renewable and non-renewable) and their environmental impacts. 
· Skills: interpret graphs, maps and data, analyse patterns, and develop written and verbal evaluations using evidence.
 
Assessment:
Core Questions
Type here
 
	Topics: 
Weather and Climate
 
Key concepts:
· Weather and climate vary locally and globally, with clear differences between the two. 
· Knowledge of UK weather patterns, global climate zones and microclimates. 
· Understanding factors affecting climate (e.g. latitude, pressure systems) and their impact on people. 
· Knowledge of atmospheric processes including air pressure, global circulation and tropical storms. 
· Awareness of challenges and opportunities created by different climates. 
· Skills: fieldwork enquiry, interpreting graphs and synoptic charts, map/atlas use, and developing written and verbal explanations using evidence.
 
Assessment:
Core Questions
Extended writing linked to fieldwork
 

	Year 9
	Year 9
Topics: 
UK Issues
 
Key concepts:
· The UK faces a range of geographical issues, including housing, transport, crime and conflicts over land use. 
· Conflicts arise from both physical and human factors, involving different stakeholders with contrasting views. 
· Knowledge of national parks, infrastructure development and the use of GIS to identify patterns such as crime hotspots. 
· Understanding impacts of conflict at local and national scales and differing viewpoints on issues such as transport and land use. 
· Skills: interpret maps, GIS and data (graphs, charts), analyse patterns, and develop written and verbal evaluations using evidence.
 
Assessment:
Core Questions
Source interpretation and extended writing
 
	Topics: 
Wild World
 
Key concepts:
· Natural hazards result from physical processes, including tectonic activity and extreme weather. 
· Knowledge of different hazards (earthquakes, volcanoes, tsunamis, tropical storms) and the structure of the Earth and plate tectonics. 
· Understanding how plate movement, convection currents and atmospheric conditions create hazards. 
· Awareness of where hazards occur globally and why. 
· Use of case studies (e.g. Mount St Helens, Kobe, Sichuan, Japan 2011, Typhoon Haiyan) to understand causes, impacts and responses. 
· Understanding how development affects hazard impacts and responses, and ways to reduce risk. 
· Skills: interpret maps and sources, analyse data, summarise information, and construct written explanations, judgements and evaluations.
 
Assessment:
Core Questions
Source interpretation and extended writing
 
	Topics: 
Geopolitics
 
Key concepts:
· Conflict occurs at different scales (local, national, global) and can be classified in various ways. 
· Physical and human factors contribute to global conflicts, including over resources such as water. 
· Knowledge of global issues and case studies such as the Ilisu Dam. 
· Understanding impacts of conflict and reasons for international involvement. 
· Awareness of differing viewpoints and debates surrounding resource use and conflict. 
· Skills: interpret maps and data (graphs, charts), analyse patterns, and develop written and verbal explanations and evaluations using evidence.
· Bring in up to date case studies and apply knowledge and understanding to these.
 
Assessment:
Core Questions
Source interpretation and extended writing
 
	Topics: 
Type here
 
Key concepts:
· Ecosystems and biomes vary globally, with distinct physical characteristics (e.g. rainforest, polar, tundra). 
· Knowledge of ecosystem structure, biome distribution, and key features of tropical and cold environments. 
· Understanding of how climate and global atmospheric circulation influence biome location. 
· Awareness of opportunities and challenges in rainforest and deciduous woodland environments, and how they are managed. 
· Skills: interpret maps and data (graphs, charts), analyse patterns, and develop written and verbal explanations and evaluations.
 
Assessment:
Core Questions
Extended writing linked to fieldwork


	Year 10
	THE CHALLENGE OF NATURAL HAZARDS 
Key idea 1 
Natural hazards pose major risks to people and property. 
Key idea 2 
Earthquakes and volcanic eruptions are the result of physical processes 
 
Key idea 3 
The effects of and responses to a tectonic hazard vary between areas of contrasting levels of wealth. 
Key idea 4 
Management can reduce the effects of a tectonic hazard. 
Key idea 5 
Global atmospheric circulation helps determine patterns of weather and climate. 
 
Key idea 6 
Tropical storms have significant effects on people and the environment. 
 
Key idea 7 
The UK is affected by several weather hazards.
 
Key idea 8 
Extreme weather events in the UK have impacts on human activity. 
 
Key idea 9 
Climate change is the result of natural and human factors and has a range of effects. 
 
Key idea 10 
Managing climate change involves both mitigation (reducing causes) and adaptation (responding to change).

Skills  
Interpretation of source material, inference 
Map skills including scale, locating places, compass, heat maps, flow line, isoline, choropleth maps 
Analysis, justification of ideas, evaluation 
Mean median and mode, interquartile range, percentage increase. 

Assessment
From past exam paper-section A hazards

	LIVING WORLD 

Key idea 1 
Ecosystems exist at a range of scales and involve the interaction between biotic and abiotic components. 

Key idea 2 
Tropical rainforest ecosystems have a range of distinctive characteristics. 

Key idea 3 
Deforestation has economic and environmental impacts. 

Key idea 4 
Tropical rainforests need to be managed to be sustainable 

Key idea 5 
Hot desert ecosystems have a range of distinctive characteristics. 

Key idea 6 
Development of hot desert environments creates opportunities and challenges. 

Key idea 7 
Areas on the fringe of hot deserts are at risk of desertification. 

Key idea 8 
Areas on the fringe of hot deserts are at risk of desertification. 

Assessment
From past exam paper-section B Living World


 

 

 

	PHYSICAL LANDSCAPES 

Key idea 1 
The UK has a range of diverse landscapes. 

Key idea 2 
The coast is shaped by a number of physical processes. 

Key idea 3 
Distinctive coastal landforms are the result of rock type, structure and physical processes. 

Key idea 4 

Different management strategies can be used to protect coastlines from the effects of physical processes. 

Key idea 5 
The shape of river valleys changes as rivers flow downstream. 

Key idea 6 
Distinctive fluvial landforms result from different physical processes. 

Key idea 7 
Different management strategies can be used to protect river landscapes from the effects of flooding. 

Assessment
Summer Mock-all of paper 1

	Fieldwork must take place outside the classroom and school grounds on at least two occasions. 
The two enquiries must be carried out in contrasting environments and show an understanding of both physical and human geography. In at least one of the enquiries students are expected to show an understanding about the interaction between physical and human geography. 
Students’ understanding of the enquiry process will be assessed in the following two ways: 
questions based on the use of fieldwork materials from an unfamiliar context 
questions based on students’ individual enquiry work. For these questions students will have to identify the titles of their individual enquiries. 
Students will be expected to: 
apply knowledge and understanding to interpret, analyse and evaluate information and issues related to geographical enquiry. 
select, adapt and use a variety of skills and techniques to investigate questions and issues and communicate findings in relation to geographical enquiry. 
Assessment
November and Spring Mock year 11 

 
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

Key idea 1 
The changing demand and provision of resources in the UK creates opportunities and challenges. 
Key idea2 
Demand for energy resources is rising globally but supply can be insecure, which may lead to conflict 
Key Idea 3 
Different strategies can be used to increase energy supply. 

Assessment
Spring Mock year 11-entire paper 2





	Year 11
	URBAN LANDSCAPES

Key idea 1 
A growing percentage of the world’s population lives in urban areas. 
Key idea 2 
Urban growth creates opportunities and challenges for cities in LICs and NEEs. 
 
Key idea 3 
Urban change in cities in the UK leads to a variety of social, economic and environmental opportunities and challenges. 
Key idea 4 
Urban sustainability requires management of resources and transport. 
Assessment
Spring Mock-entire paper 2

	ECONOMIC WORLD 

Key idea 1 
There are global variations in economic development and quality of life 

Key idea 2 
Various strategies exist for reducing the global development gap. 
 
Key idea 3 
Some LICs or NEEs are experiencing rapid economic development which leads to significant social, environmental, and cultural change. 
Key idea 4 
Major changes in the economy of the UK have affected and will continue to affect employment patterns and regional growth. 

Assessment
Spring Mock-entire paper 2

	ISSUE EVALUATION 
Released just before Easter in year 11
This section contributes a critical thinking and problem-solving element to the assessment structure. The assessment will provide students with the opportunity to demonstrate geographical skills and applied knowledge and understanding by looking at a particular issue(s) derived from the specification using secondary sources. 
The issue(s) will arise from any aspect of the compulsory sections of the subject content but may extend beyond it through the use of resources in relation to specific unseen contexts. Students develop knowledge and understanding of physical geography themes in unit 3.1 and human geography themes in unit 3.2. This section is synoptic and the assessment will require students to use their learning of more than one of the themes in units 3.1 and 3.2 so that they can analyse a geographical issue at a range of scales, consider and select a possible option in relation to the issue(s) and justify their decision. 
A resource booklet will be available twelve weeks before the date of the exam  
Students will develop a critical perspective on the issue(s) studied, consider the points of view of the stakeholders involved, make an appraisal of the advantages and disadvantages, and evaluate the alternatives.

	CONSOLIDATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS IDENTIFIED IN MOCK QLA PLANNED ACTIVITIES TO ADDRESS THESE GAPS 









