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	OBHS Core Questions:
Subject: Geography 
Year and Term: GCSE Autumn Year 11
Topic: Paper 2 Section A: Urban Landscapes-Overview and focus on NEE city

	Learn these questions to build a strong foundation of knowledge for this half-term. Ask family or friends to test you regularly, or practise on your own using the ‘Look, Say, Cover, Write’ method.

	
	Question
	Answer

	1
	What is urbanisation?
	The increasing proportion of people living in towns and cities.

	2
	What is a megacity?
	A city with a population of over 10 million people.

	3
	What are the causes of urbanisation?
	Rural-urban migration and natural increase.

	4
	Where is Lagos located?
	Lagos is in southwest Nigeria, on the coast of the Gulf of Guinea in West Africa.

	5
	Why is Lagos important nationally?
	It is Nigeria’s largest city, a major financial centre, and a key port.

	6
	Why is Lagos important internationally?
	It is a global trade hub, has one of Africa's largest airports, and attracts foreign investment.

	7
	What is the population of Lagos?
	Over 21 million people (it is a rapidly growing megacity).

	8
	What are the main causes of Lagos’s growth?
	Rural-urban migration from poorer regions of Nigeria and a high birth rate.

	9
	Why do people migrate to Lagos?
	For better job opportunities, education, healthcare, and a higher standard of living.

	10
	What are squatter settlements?
	Informal, often illegal housing areas where people build makeshift homes, such as Makoko in Lagos.

	11
	What is Makoko?
	A large floating slum in Lagos where people live in houses built on stilts above the water.

	12
	What are the challenges in squatter settlements?
	Poor sanitation, no clean water, overcrowding, high crime, and lack of legal rights.

	13
	How do residents in Makoko access water and sanitation?
	Many rely on polluted water sources and shared toilets that drain directly into the lagoon.

	14
	 What are the employment opportunities in Lagos?
	Informal jobs like street vending, recycling, and fishing, as well as formal jobs in finance, ports, and manufacturing.

	15
	What is the informal economy?
	Jobs that are not taxed or regulated by the government, often low-paid and unstable.

	16
	What are the transport challenges in Lagos?
	Congestion, pollution, unreliable public transport, and overcrowding on roads.

	17
	What is the Lagos Integrated Transport System?
	A government scheme to improve roads, public transport (e.g., bus rapid transit), and develop a new light railway.

	18
	How is Lagos managing traffic congestion?
	By introducing bus rapid transit (BRT) lanes, building new roads, and planning a light rail system.

	19
	What are the environmental challenges in Lagos?
	Air and water pollution, frequent flooding, poor waste disposal, and traffic congestion.

	20
	What is the Olusosun landfill?
	Lagos’s largest landfill site, where up to 3,000 tonnes of waste are dumped daily and many people work as informal waste pickers.

	21
	How is Lagos trying to improve waste management?
	By encouraging recycling, planning better waste collection, and aiming to reduce landfill use.

	22
	What are the social opportunities in Lagos?
	Access to healthcare, education, and improved services compared to rural areas.

	23
	What are the economic opportunities in Lagos?
	Growing industries, ports, financial centres, and many informal jobs that provide income.

	24
	How is urban planning improving life in Lagos?
	Schemes like the Makoko Floating School and Lagos Lagoon development aim to provide safer, more sustainable housing and improve education access.

	25
	What was the Makoko Floating School?
	A community project designed to provide education and shelter in a flood-prone area, built on water, though it later collapsed due to poor maintenance.

	26
	How does Lagos compare to urban areas in the UK?
	Lagos has faster population growth, more informal housing, and greater transport and sanitation challenges compared to UK cities.

	27
	What are push factors from rural areas to Lagos?
	Poverty, poor healthcare, lack of jobs, low school quality, and limited services in rural Nigeria.

	28
	What are pull factors attracting people to Lagos?
	More jobs, better services, education, access to clean water, and the chance of a better life.

	29
	What is urban planning?
	Strategies to manage the development and growth of cities to improve living conditions.

	30
	What is the future challenge for Lagos?
	Managing rapid population growth, reducing inequality, improving waste management, and providing sustainable transport and housing.



	OBHS Core Questions:
Subject: Geography 
Year and Term: GCSE Spring 1 Year 11
Topic: Paper 2 Section A-Urban Landscapes overview, Norwich and Freiburg case studies

	
	Question
	Answer

	1
	What is urbanisation?
	The increasing proportion of people living in towns and cities.

	2
	How does urbanisation differ in HICs, NEEs, and LICs?
	Faster in NEEs and LICs due to rural-urban migration and high birth rates; slower in HICs, where most people already live in cities.

	3
	What are the main causes of urbanisation?
	Rural-urban migration and natural increase.

	4
	What is suburbanisation?
	The movement of people from the centre of cities to the outskirts (suburbs).

	5
	What is counter-urbanisation?
	The movement of people from urban areas to rural areas.

	6
	Where is Norwich located?
	Norwich is in the East of England (Norfolk) on the River Wensum, about 160 km northeast of London.

	7
	Why did Norwich grow historically?
	It grew as a medieval inland port and cloth/wool centre; the river location supported trade and prosperity.

	8
	What is Norwich’s international importance?
	England’s first UNESCO City of Literature, giving global cultural status.

	9
	What is the current population of Norwich?
	Around 147,000 (2024–2025 estimate).

	10
	How is population changing?
	Steady growth supported by investment and regeneration (e.g., Riverside, Anglia Square).

	11
	What is the age structure of Norwich?
	Median age ~34.9 years; working-age (16–64) ~69%.

	12
	What are the main ethnic groups?
	Predominantly White (~87%) with Asian, Mixed, Black and other groups also present.

	13
	What is urban sprawl?
	The spread of urban areas into surrounding rural areas, often causing loss of greenfield land.

	14
	What is regeneration?
	The process of improving and redeveloping run-down areas of a city.

	15
	How is Norwich’s culture changing?
	Growth in creative industries and literature; regeneration of markets and civic venues.

	16
	What social challenges exist?
	Affordable housing need and pockets of deprivation in inner-city areas-E.g. Mile Cross

	17
	How is employment changing?
	High employment with growth in digital tech, finance, research and creative sectors.

	18
	How is transport being improved?
	Norwich Station is a key hub; designs to improve walking/cycling routes.

	19
	What environmental strategies exist?
	Greater Norwich Green Infrastructure Strategy (2025) promotes urban greening and nature recovery.

	20
	What is Norwich’s climate strategy focus?
	Environmental Strategy 2020–25 aims for low‑carbon, climate‑resilient communities.

	21
	What inequalities exist in Norwich?
	Variation in income and housing access; targeted regeneration to reduce gaps. Mile cross 10% degree or equivalent compared to 51% in Eaton. Detached housing 96% in Eaton compared to 4% in Mile cross. Owned outright 65% in Eaton compared to 6% in Mile cross. In, addition, 50% of homes are council owned.

	22
	What is urban sprawl and how does it affect Norwich?
	Outward expansion (e.g., East Norwich) pressures greenfield land and infrastructure.

	23
	What environmental pressures arise from redevelopment?
	Potential impacts on waterways, ecosystems and heritage if not well managed. Public health estimates that air pollution contributed to 450 deaths in Norfolk. Buses (2016) in castle meadow were blamed for the high level of Nitrogen dioxide.

	24
	How does Norwich manage pollution and waste?
	Emissions reduction-fleet of bio buses, improved recycling-kerbside including food waste (sent to a anaerobic digestion plant to create biogas and fertiliser). Urban greening as part of strategies. Pedestrianising the centre.

	25
	What major regeneration projects are happening?
	Anglia Square (1,100 homes), East Norwich, market/public space upgrades. Road networks updated.

	26
	What is happening at Anglia Square?
	Demolition through 2026; Phase 1 starts 2026; at least 50% affordable homes in early phases.

	27
	What are the benefits of regeneration?
	More homes and jobs (3,500+), improved public spaces, stronger economy and culture.

	28
	What challenges does regeneration face?
	Funding/viability, planning revisions, and balancing new development with heritage.

	29
	Where is Freiburg located?
	In southwest Germany, near the Black Forest.

	30
	Why is Freiburg known as a sustainable city?
	It focuses on environmental protection, renewable energy, green spaces, and sustainable transport.

	31
	How does Freiburg manage waste sustainably?
	88% of packing waste is recycled, energy is generated from waste, and green waste is composted.

	32
	How does Freiburg use sustainable energy?
	Solar panels are widely used, and there are investment schemes in renewable energy such as biomass and hydroelectric power.

	33
	How does Freiburg manage green spaces?
	Green roofs, 40% of the city is forested, and there are restrictions on land use to protect nature.

	34
	How does Freiburg promote sustainable transport?
	Efficient trams, cycle lanes, car-sharing schemes, and reduced car parking in the city centre to encourage public transport.

	35
	What are the benefits of Freiburg’s sustainable policies?
	Reduced pollution, improved quality of life, and lower energy consumption.

	36
	How does urban growth differ in HICs?
	Growth is slower, with more focus on regeneration, managing congestion, and improving sustainability.

	37
	How does urban growth differ in NEEs?
	Rapid growth, often leading to overcrowded cities, traffic congestion, and poorly managed services and housing.

	38
	How does urban growth differ in LICs?
	Very rapid growth, with large-scale migration into cities, resulting in informal settlements (slums) and inadequate infrastructure.

	39
	How do transport systems compare between HICs and LICs/NEEs?
	HICs often have integrated, reliable public transport (like Freiburg), while LICs and NEEs struggle with congestion and underdeveloped transport systems.

	40
	How does waste management differ between HICs and LICs/NEEs?
	HICs like Freiburg have recycling schemes and energy recovery; LICs and NEEs often have uncollected waste and large landfill sites.

	41
	How does sustainable urban planning differ between HICs and NEEs?
	HICs focus on green energy and reducing car use (like Freiburg), while NEEs often focus on improving basic services like clean water and housing.





