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	Learn these questions to build a strong foundation of knowledge for this half-term. Ask family or friends to test you regularly, or practise on your own using the ‘Look, Say, Cover, Write’ method.

	#
	Question
	Answer

	1
	What is geopolitics?
	The study of how geography influences politics, power, and international relations.

	2
	What is the difference between war and conflict?
	War is armed conflict between nations or groups; conflict includes broader tensions, not always violent.

	3
	Name three factors that can create conflict.
	Political power, resource scarcity, religious or ethnic tensions.

	4
	How does physical geography influence conflict?
	Mountains, rivers, and borders can act as natural barriers or sources of tension (e.g., water access).

	5
	What is a choropleth map?
	A map that uses shades or colours to show data values over geographic areas.

	6
	How are choropleth maps used in geopolitics?
	To show patterns like conflict zones, resource distribution, or political instability.

	7
	When did the Syrian conflict begin?
	2011.

	8
	What sparked the Syrian conflict?
	Protests against President Bashar al-Assad during the Arab Spring. 

	9
	What are two major impacts of the Syrian conflict?
	Over 500,000 deaths and over 13 million displaced people.

	10
	What countries are involved in the Syrian conflict?
	Syria, Russia, Iran, USA, Turkey, and various rebel and extremist groups.

	11
	What is water conflict?
	Disputes over access to or control of water resources.

	12
	Name one region we studied where water conflict is common.
	The Middle East (e.g. Tigris-Euphrates Basin), Africa-(Nile River).

	13
	What is the Ilisu Dam?
	A large hydroelectric dam on the Tigris River in Turkey.

	14
	What is one positive impact of the Ilisu Dam?
	Provides hydroelectric power and supports irrigation and agriculture.

	15
	What is one negative impact of the Ilisu Dam?
	Displacement of people and flooding of the ancient city of Hasankeyf.

	16
	Which countries are affected by the Ilisu Dam?
	Turkey, Syria, and Iraq.

	17
	What is water security?
	Having reliable access to sufficient, safe water for people and ecosystems.

	18
	How can water insecurity lead to conflict?
	Competition for limited water can cause tensions between regions or nations.

	19
	What is energy conflict?
	Disputes over access to or control of energy resources like oil, gas, and hydroelectric power.

	20
	Give an example of an energy conflict.
	Russia-Ukraine gas disputes or South China Sea oil and gas claims.

	21
	What is an environmental conflict?
	Conflict caused by environmental issues like deforestation, pollution, or land degradation.

	22
	What are fragile environments?
	Ecosystems or regions that are especially vulnerable to environmental or human pressures.

	23
	Give an example of a fragile area under threat.
	The Arctic – due to melting ice, oil exploration, and territorial claims.

	24
	How can climate change worsen geopolitical tensions?
	Rising sea levels and resource scarcity can displace populations and create competition.

	25
	What is one geopolitical issue linked to rising sea levels?
	Disputes over disappearing land or new maritime boundaries in low-lying nations.

	26
	How do mobile phones impact the environment?
	They require rare metals and create electronic waste.

	27
	What metals used in mobile phones contribute to conflict?
	Coltan, tungsten, and gold—sometimes called “conflict minerals.”

	28
	How do “conflict minerals” link to geopolitics?
	They fund armed groups, especially in regions like the Democratic Republic of Congo.

	29
	What is one solution to reduce mobile phone environmental impact?
	Recycling old phones and sourcing conflict-free materials.

	30
	Why is geopolitics important to study?
	It helps us understand global power struggles, resource conflicts, and international relationships.
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