
	OBHS Core Questions:
Subject: Geography 
Year and Term: Year 7 Cycle 2
Topic: Rivers


	Learn these questions to build a strong foundation of knowledge for this half-term. Ask family or friends to test you regularly, or practise on your own using the ‘Look, Say, Cover, Write’ method.


	Question
	Answer

	1. What is a river?
	A flowing body of freshwater that moves from higher to lower ground.

	2. What is the source of a river?
	The place where a river begins, usually in hills or mountains.

	3. What is the mouth of a river?
	The place where a river flows into the sea or a lake

	4. What is the course of a river?
	The path the river takes from source to mouth.

	5. What is erosion?
	The process of wearing away the land by the river’s flow.

	6. What is transportation in rivers?
	The movement of sediment downstream by the river.

	7. What is deposition?
	When a river drops sediment because it loses energy.

	8. Name 4 types of river erosion.
	Hydraulic action, abrasion, solution and attrition.

	9. What is hydraulic action?
	When the force of water breaks rock particles off the river bed and banks.

	10. What is abrasion?
	When rocks and sediment carried by the river wear away the river banks and bed.

	11. What is attrition?
	When rocks carried by the river smash together and break into smaller pieces.

	12. What is solution (in river processes)?
	When acidic water dissolves some types of rock, like chalk or limestone.

	13. What is a river’s upper course like?
	Steep gradient, narrow and rocky channel.

	14. What is a river’s middle course like?
	Gentler slope, wider channel, more meanders.

	15. What is a river’s lower course like?
	Very gentle slope, wide and deep channel, close to the mouth.

	16. What is a waterfall?
	A steep drop in the river where water falls vertically.

	17. How is a waterfall formed?
	Hard rock over soft rock erodes unevenly, creating a drop.

	18. What is a meander?
	A large bend or curve in a river.

	19. How do meanders form?
	Erosion on the outside bend and deposition on the inside bend cause the river to bend.

	20. What is an oxbow lake?
	A crescent-shaped lake formed when a meander is cut off from the main river.

	21. What is a floodplain?
	Flat land next to a river that floods during heavy rain.

	22. What is a levee?
	A natural or artificial embankment along a riverbank that prevents flooding.

	23. What is flooding?
	When a river overflows its banks and covers the surrounding land.

	24. Name 3 physical causes of flooding.
	Heavy rainfall, snowmelt, and saturated soil.

	25. Name 3 human causes of flooding.
	Deforestation, urbanisation (building on floodplains), and poor drainage.

	26. How does deforestation cause flooding?
	Trees absorb water; without them, more water runs off quickly into rivers.

	27. How does urbanization increase flood risk?
	Hard surfaces like roads stop water soaking in, causing faster runoff to rivers.

	28. What is river discharge?
	The volume of water flowing in a river per second.

	29. What is a watershed (or drainage basin)?
	The area of land drained by a river and its tributaries.

	30. What is a tributary?
	A smaller river or stream that flows into a larger river.





