	1.
	When did World War One start?
	28th July 1914.

	2.
	When did World War One end?
	11th November 1918.

	3.
	Name 4 key causes of World War One.
	The Alliance System, Rivalry over Empires, the Arms Race and the Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand.

	4.
	Who was Archduke Franz Ferdinand?
	The heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary.

	5.
	Where was he assassinated?
	In Sarajevo, Bosnia.

	6.
	Who assassinated him?
	Gavrilo Princip, a member of the Black Hand group who didn’t want Bosnia to be ruled by Austria-Hungary but wanted freedom to join Serbia.

	7.
	How did the assassination trigger war?
	Austria-Hungary blamed Serbia for the assassination and declared war.  Russia (an ally of Serbia) got its army ready to attack Austria.  Germany (in an alliance with Austria) declared war on Russia and France and invaded France through Belgium.  Britain declared war on Germany on 4 August.

	8.
	What was the Alliance System?
	By 1914, the most powerful countries in Europe had formed themselves into two rival gangs, called alliances.

	9. 
	Who was in the Triple Alliance?
	Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy

	10. 
	Who was in the Triple Entente? 
	Britain, France and Russia.

	11.
	How did the two alliances help cause war?
	Both alliances were defensive, i.e. the countries agreed to help each other if they were attacked but each alliance was suspicious of each other so built up their armed forces and weapons in case they were attacked.
If one country attacked another, the countries in their alliance would get dragged into war.

	12.
	What was the Arms Race?
	All countries in the alliances built up their armies and their weapons to defend themselves and protect their empires.  For example, Germany needed to expand their navy to be able to travel across the seas to other countries. This was a threat to Britain, who at the time had the biggest navy in the world. This led to a naval race, with countries across Europe building up bigger and more powerful weapons and ships. 

	13.
	How did the Arms Race make war more likely?
	It created tension between countries.  It made countries ready to go to war as they had the soldiers and weapons to make them feel they could win.

	14. 
	What is meant by rivalry over Empires?
	The European countries all had empires. Britain had an empire that covered one quarter of the world map and France had territories in Africa and Asia. Empire could increase trade and wealth and it also brought great prestige. Germany wanted to rival Britain and France and have an empire of its own so German attempts to claim land could cause problems with other nations. For example, Germany attempted to take control of French Morocco, causing the Moroccan Crisis of 1905.

	15.
	How did rivalry over Empires help cause war?
	Rivalry over empires caused tension between countries.  They built up their armed forces to defend their empires.

	16.
	What was the Western Front?
	One key area of fighting.  This was a network of trenches that ran from the North Sea in Belgium, through France to the Swiss Alps, a distance of over 400 miles.

	17.
	What was trench warfare?
	Fighting from long ditches dug in the ground.

	18.
	What was ‘No Man’s Land’?
	The land between two enemy trenches.

	19.
	What new weapons were used in WWI?
	Machine guns, artillery, tanks, gas, and airplanes.

	20.
	What was artillery?
	Big guns which fired shells (bombs) at the enemy.  The biggest guns could fire shells over a distance of 13 miles.  60% of all wounds were caused by artillery plus many soldiers suffered from shell shock.

	21.
	What were the effects of gas on soldiers?
	1st used in 1915 chlorine gas suffocated the lungs.  Mustard gas burnt and blistered the skin and could blind.

	22.
	What was a machine gun?
	A weapon that could fire 10 bullets per second.  Caused 40% of all wounds to soldiers.

	23.
	What were tanks and when were they first used?
	Armour-plated machines. Used to cross No-Man’s Land and ‘protect’ soldiers behind them. 1st used in the Battle of the Somme in 1916. Fastest tank only travelled at 8mph!

	24.
	What were some of the dangers for soldiers in the trenches?
	Sniper fire, artillery bombardments, gas attacks, death or injury going ‘over the top’.

	25.
	What were some of the health problems soldiers had?
	Trenches could be hot in summer and freezing cold and wet in winter.  Soldiers suffered ill-health e.g. trench foot (from standing in wet trenches).  This caused feet to rot.  Some were amputated.  Lice caused itching and infection (trench fever).  

	26.
	What food rations did soldiers get?
	The main items were tinned beef, machonochie (stew)  and hard biscuits.

	27.
	What jobs did soldiers do in the trenches?
	Examples include guard (sentry) duty and repairing the trenches and barbed wire.

	28.
	Who are sometimes referred to as the ‘forgotten armies’?
	Millions of non-Europeans who fought in WWI because they were controlled by the empires of Europe.  For example, 1.3 million Indian soldiers served in World War One and over 74,000 of them lost their lives.  140,000 Chinese labourers worked behind the lines in Northern France.

	29.
	How did the war end?
	Germany signed the armistice (an agreement to stop fighting) on November 11, 1918.

	30.
	What was the impact of war?
	In total, nearly 9 million people were killed in World War One.  That is the equivalent of over 5000 deaths every day for 4 years.
Britain commemorates the sacrifices of war on Remembrance Day (Poppy Day) every year at 11am on 11th November, the time and date of the end of WWI.


OBHS Core Questions:
Subject: History
Year and Cycle: Year 9 Cycle 2
Topic: World War One
Learn these questions to build a strong foundation of knowledge for this half-term. Ask family or friends to test you regularly, or practise on your own using the ‘Look, Say, Cover, Write’ method.
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