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	1.
	What was apartheid?
	Apartheid was a system of ‘separateness’ in South Africa from 1948 until 1994. There were 148 Apartheid laws e.g. no interracial marriage, separate facilities for white and non-white use.

	2.
	Who led the protests against apartheid?
	Nelson Mandela was the leader of the African National Congress (ANC) which led the protests against apartheid.

	3.
	How did they protest against apartheid?
	The protests were non-violent at first e.g. boycotts and strikes. When, in 1960 police opened fire on a peaceful protest in Sharpeville, Mandela realised that non-violent protests would not end the system of apartheid. His organisation (the Spear of the Nation) launched bombing attacks on government targets.

	4.
	What happened in the Sharpeville Massacre?
	Black South Africans protested about having to carry a passbook. 5,000 gathered at a police station in Sharpeville. A scuffle broke out and the police opened fire killing 69 people and injuring 180 more. News of the shooting shocked South Africans and the rest of the world.

	5.
	What happened in the Soweto Riots?
	In 1972, 10,000 black students in Soweto protested about the idea of being taught in Afrikaans. The protest started peacefully but then the police used tear gas and gunfire. The protest spread to other black townships. Overall, it is estimated that several thousand black people died.

	6.
	What was the impact of the protest against apartheid?
	President De Clerk realized things had to change in South Africa. Mandela was released from prison (he had been in prison for 27 years), elections were held and Mandela was voted in as South Africa’s first black President in 1994 and apartheid was ended.

	7.
	Why did the Bristol Bus Boycott happen?
	In 1963, Guy Bailey, a young Black man, applied for a job as a bus conductor with the Bristol Omnibus Company. He was told he could not have the job because of the company’s policy against employing Black or Asian people. This sparked anger and led to the boycott.

	8.
	Who organised the Bristol Bus Boycott?
	The boycott was led by members of Bristol’s West Indian community including Paul Stephenson and Roy Hackett.

	9.
	How did they protest during the Bristol Bis Boycott?
	The protests were non-violent. They refused to travel on Bristol buses, organized demonstrations, handed out leaflets and spoke to the media.

	10.
	What happened during the Bristol Bus Boycott?
	The boycott attracted national attention and supporters compared it to the famous bus boycott in USA. The bus company faced criticism from politicians, newspapers and members of the public who believed its employment policy was discriminatory.

	11.
	What was the result of the Bristol Bus Boycott?
	In August 1963, the Bristol Omnibus Company agree to end its colour bar and employ people regardless of race. Shortly afterwards, Black and Asian people were able to work as bus conductors and drivers.

	12.
	Why is the Bristol Bus Boycott important?
	It showed that peaceful protest could bring about change. It helped raise awareness of racial discrimination in Britain and influenced future equality laws.

	13.
	When was the Vietnam War?
	1955-1975. Large numbers of American troops were involved 1965-73.

	14.
	What was fighting in Vietnam like for American soldiers?
	Fighting was difficult because the Vietcong used guerrilla tactics including ambushes, tunnels, booby traps and surprise attacks in the jungle.

	15.
	Why did many Americans turn against the Vietnam War?
	They thought the war was too costly, too many soldiers were being killed, and there seemed to be no clear progress towards victory.

	16.
	How did television affect people’s views of the Vietnam War?
	Television showed graphic images of fighting and casualties, allowing people to see the reality of the war in their homes and increasing opposition to it.

	17.
	How did Americans protest against the Vietnam War?

	They protested through marches, demonstrations, peace rallies, burning draft cards, and draft dodging to avoid military service.

	18.
	Was the protest against the Vietnam War successful?
	Public pressure helped persuade the US government to withdraw troops from Vietnam by 1973. However, other factors such as the difficulty of winning the war, also influenced this decision.

	19.
	What is Black Lives Matter (BLM)?
	It is a protest movement that campaigns against racism, discrimination and police violence towards Black people.

	20.
	When did the BLM movement begin?
	The movement began in 2013 after the acquittal of the man who shot Trayvon Martin. BLM gained worldwide attention after the death of George Floyd in 2020.

	21.
	How did people protest in the BLM movement?
	People organised marches, rallies, peaceful demonstrations, social media campaigns and petitions to raise awareness about racial prejudice.

	22.
	Who was Edward Colston and why was he controversial?
	He was a wealthy merchant from Bristol who helped fund schools and charities. However, he was also involved in the transatlantic trade in enslaved people, which forced millions of Africans into enslavement. Many people believed it was wrong for him to be honoured with a statue.

	23.
	What happened to his statue during the BLM protests in 2020?
	Protesters in Bristol pulled down Colston’s statue and threw it into the harbour. They wanted to show that people who profited from the enslavement of others should not be celebrated. The event led to debates about statues, history and racism.

	24.
	Was the BLM protest successful overall?
	The movement was successful in raising awareness of racism around the world and encouraging discussions about equality. Many supporters argue that more change is still needed.


OBHS Core Questions:
Subject: History
Year and Term: Year 8 Cycle 2
Topic: When was it best to protest?
Learn these questions to build a strong foundation of knowledge for this half-term. Ask family or friends to test you regularly, or practise on your own using the ‘Look, Say, Cover, Write’ method.
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