	1. 
	Where did most people live in medieval England?
	Small villages.

	2.
	Who owned the land and who farmed the land?
	The lord of the manor owned it, the villeins (peasant farmers) farmed it.

	3.
	Were there towns in medieval England?
	Only about 10.  London was the biggest with about 10,000 people.  Norwich and Winchester were next largest with about 2,500 each.

	4.
	How was law and order maintained in medieval England?
	There was no police force. It was everyone’s responsibility to hunt for a criminal if you heard the ‘hue and cry’.  You could be fined if you did not help.

	5.
	Were there courts in medieval times?
	Yes.  Small crimes were heard in the local lord’s manor house.  More serious crimes were heard in the king’s court.

	6.
	What were trials by ordeal?
	Trials where God was asked for help in deciding if someone was innocent or guilty e.g. ordeal by fire.

	7.
	What religion did most people in England follow?
	Christianity.  The Roman Catholic religion.

	8.
	In what ways was the village church important?
	It was the biggest building in the village.  It was a meeting place:  games, plays, summer fairs were held in the churchyard. 

	9.
	In what ways was the village priest important?
	He ‘cared’ for everyone from birth to death. He conducted baptisms, marriages, funerals.  He gave church services and listened to people’s confessions.  He taught that when they died people would go to heaven if they were good and hell if they committed sins (were bad).

	10.
	In what ways did the Christian religion (the Church) have power over people?
	The villages had to give one tenth of all the food they grew to the priest.  This was called a tithe.  If a person died, their second best working animal was given to the priest.

	11.
	What was the Black Death?
	A deadly disease that killed about 2 million people in England in the 1340s. 

	12.
	When did the Black Death arrive in England?
	In 1348.

	13.
	What did people in the Middle Ages think caused the Black Death?
	Bad smells (miasma), punishment from God, the movement of planets and the four humours.

	14.
	What is miasma?
	The idea that bad air caused disease.

	15.
	Why did people blame God for the Black Death?
	They thought it was punishment for their sins.

	16.
	Who did people sometimes blame unfairly for the Black Death?
	Jewish people.

	17.
	What was a common symptom of the Black Death?
	Painful swellings called buboes.

	18.
	What were other symptoms of the Black Death?
	Fever, vomiting and black spots on the skin.

	19.
	What did people do to try and stop the disease?
	They carried sweet-smelling herbs and cleaned the streets; they avoided strangers. They prayed to God and went on pilgrimages to holy places.  Some whipped themselves to show God how sorry they were for their sins.

	20.
	What happened to towns and villages during the Black Death?
	Many people died or ran away.

	21.
	How did the Black Death affect farming?
	There weren’t enough workers, so food wasn’t grown.  

	22.
	How did the Black Death affect peasants?
	Many got richer. Peasants could demand higher wages and some bought their freedom.  Some bought or rented the land of people who had died.  

	23.
	What happened to wages after the Black Death?

	They went up because workers were harder to find so they could demand more money.

	24.
	How did the Black Death affect women?	 
	Some were able to find work in towns e.g. as blacksmiths.  

	25.
	How did the Black Death change people’s beliefs?
	Some lost faith in the Church, and others demanded more rights.


OBHS Core Questions:
Subject: History
Year and Cycle: Year 7 Cycle 2
Topic: Medieval Life and the Black Death
Learn these questions to build a strong foundation of knowledge for this half-term. Ask family or friends to test you regularly, or practise on your own using the ‘Look, Say, Cover, Write’ method.
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