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	Question
	Answer

	1.
	When was the Peasants’ Revolt?
	1381

	2.
	What were the peasants protesting about?
	Poll tax, work service and low wages

	3.
	How did the Peasants’ Revolt begin?
	Ordinary peasants refused to pay the poll tax and attacked the tax collectors, killing 3 men.

	4.
	What happened next in the Peasants’ Revolt?
	60,000 peasants went to London (led by Wat Tyler). They destroyed manor houses, blew up the Savoy Palace, killed Archbishop of Canterbury.

	5.
	What happened to the peasants?

	King Richard met the rebels at Smithfield. He pretended to agree to their demands but then Wat Tyler was killed and the peasants went home. Many of the other leaders were hunted down and killed.

	6.
	Was the Peasants’ Revolt successful?
	Not successful straight away but over the next 50 years, the peasants got lots of what they’d wanted e.g. poll tax scrapped, wages no longer limited and more peasants got their freedom.

	7.
	When was the Matchstick Girls’ strike?
	1888

	8.
	What were the Matchstick Girls protesting about?
	At the Bryant and May factory there were 14 hour working days, ‘starvation wages’, unfair fines, dangerous working conditions, phossy jaw.

	9.
	What was phossy jaw?
	Bone cancer in the jaw caused by inhaling the white phosphorous fumes.

	10.
	How did the Matchstick Girls’ protest begin?
	Annie Besant wrote an article describing the terrible conditions. When the factory owners read it they tried to make the women sign a paper to say they were happy working there, when some women refused they were sacked.

	11.
	What happened next in the Matchstick Girls’ protest?

	1400 women went on strike. They formed a Matchstick Girl Union to negotiate for better working conditions.

	12.
	Were the Matchstick Girls successful?
	They got an increase in wages, end of unfair fines. Most importantly, a separate lunchroom so they no longer had to eat with the toxic fumes. In 1891 the Salvation Army opened a matchstick factory using the safer red phosphorous thus forcing Bryant and May to do the same by 1901.

	13.
	When were the Suffragettes protesting?
	In the early 20th century. They paused their campaign when WW1 broke out in 1914.

	14.
	What were the Suffragettes protesting about?
	The Suffragettes were part of the ‘Votes for Women’ campaign. The Suffragettes, led by Emmeline Pankhurst, aimed to get the vote by any means possible.

	15.
	What was the Suffragettes’ motto?
	Their motto was ‘Deeds not Words’.

	16.
	Did the Suffragettes protest peacefully or violently?
	To start with the protests were peaceful but when they found they were not being listened to and no changes were happening the protest became more militant.

	17.
	Give examples of how the Suffragettes protested.
	Attended political meetings and heckled the speakers, slashed paintings in art galleries, smashed shop windows, set fire to churches, railway stations and postboxes, chained themselves to railings of public buildings, threw eggs at politicians, poured acid on golf course putting greens, went on hunger strike in prison (and portrayed government attempts to force-feed them as torture).

	18.
	Were the Suffragettes successful?
	In 1918, many women over 30 were allowed to vote. In 1928, all women over 21 could vote. They now had equal voting rights to men.
However, some people argue that it was the contribution of women to WW1 which helped them get the vote (rather than simply the actions of the Suffragettes).
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Subject: History
Year and Term: Year 8 Cycle 1
Topic: When was it best to protest?
Learn these questions to build a strong foundation of knowledge for this half-term. Ask family or friends to test you regularly, or practise on your own using the ‘Look, Say, Cover, Write’ method.
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